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“gist Coneress, Ist Sesston. 


' Mr. J. proceeded warmly to advocate the pro- 


increase of salary, and spoke of the import- 
ant character of the services to be rendered, and 


F of the high legal as well as personal character ne- 


cessary to an Attorney General. An Administra- 

tion was responsible for the proper appointment of 
a legal adviser of the Governments well and prop- - 
erly qualified. Any one so appointed must stand 

at the head of his profession in the Union, and any 

one so standing, could sit still at home and make 

from fifteen to twenty-five thousand dollars per 

annum; and when such a man was translated to 

the service of this Government, even at the equal- 

ized salary, ($6,000,) he could not but sustain loss. 

He should vote to put the Attorney General upon 

the same footing with all other Cabinet officers in 

pointof pay, and he should leave him, like all other 
of those officers, to give such attention to his pri- 
yate duties and interests as his public duties would 

allow, and should rely upon his character and of- 
fcial obligations, and upon the responsibility of 
the Administration, for the proper fulfillment and 

discharge of his official duties. 

Mr. MEADE, on leave, withdrew his amend- 
ment. 

The amendment of the Senate was concurred in. 

Amendment No. 25 of the Senate. Insert in 
page 22, after line 13, the following: 

“To reimburse to Reverdy Johnson, late Attorney Gen- 
eral of the United States, the amount paid by him out of his 
private funds for the services of a clerk employed for public 
purposes on public duties, eight hundred and sixty-six dol- 
larsand fifty-nine cents.”’ 

Mr. BAYLY. The Committee of Ways and 
Means recommend a concurrence in this amend- 
ment. 

The question was put, and the amendment was 
concurred in. 

Amendment No. 26 of the Senate. 
page 23, after line 11, the following: 

« For compensation for the clerk of the district judge of 
Florida, employed in keeping and making transcripts of the 
records of the decisions of said judge in certain matters 
submitted to him by the Secretary of the Treasury, the 
compensation for said service, to be audited and allowed by 
the Secretary of the Treasury, nine hundred dollars.” 


_ Mr. BAYLY. The Committee of Ways and 
Means recommend that the amendment be not con- 
curred in. 

The question was put, and the amendment was 
disagreed to. 

Amendment No. 27 of the Senate. 
page 23, after line 18, the following: 


“For providing surf-boats, life-boatx, and other means 
for the preservation of life and property shipwrecked on the 
coast of the United States, ten thousand dollars; to be ex- 
pended under the control and direction of the Secretary of 
the Treasury.” 


Mr. BAYLY. The Committee of Ways and 
Means recommend that the House concur in this 
amendment. 

The question was put, and the amendment was 
agreed to. 

Amendment No. 28 of the Senate. 
afier line 4, insert the following: 

“for the keeper of the light-house on Minot’s Ledge, near 
Cohasset, in Boston bay, $750, and $550 each per annum to 
his assistanta,’? 

Mr. BAYLY said, the Committee of Ways and 

eans recommend a non-concurrence in this 
amendment. 

_Mr. GRINNELL represented the peculiar loca- 
ton of this light-house, to show the necessity for 
the proposed increase of salary of the keeper. 

ir. BAYLY expressed the hope that the sal- 
aty in this instance would not be increased, as it 


Insert in 


Insert in 


In page 24, 


Would lead ultimately to a corresponding increase 


of the salaries of all the light-house keepers, or 
they would complain of inequality. 
r. FOWLER moved to amend the amendment 
by striking out * $750” and inserting “ $775.” 
Mr. FOWLER enforced the views of Mr. Grin- 
NELL, and urged the peculiar necessity for the in- 
Crease in this instance. a : 
inetgs HOMPSON , of aeialppl, opposed the 
a amendment to the amendment was rejected. 
. ; 
home question recurring upon the amendment of 


Tellers were asked, and ordered; and Messrs. 
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Kine, of New Jersey, and McQueen, were ap- | 


pointed. 


by ayes 51, noes 67, was non-concurred in. 
Amendment No. 29 of the Senate. Strike from 
the clause providing for the commissions to dis- 
bursing agents for light-houses, the following: 
* Proviled, That the collectors whose compensation ex- 


ceeds $2,500, shall receive no compensation as superintend- 
ents of light-houses or disbursing ageats.”’ 


Means: recommend that this amendment be dis- 
agreed to. 

The question was put, and the amendment was 
disagreed to. 

Amendment No. 30 of the Senate. To increase 
the appropriation to complete the light-house on 
Minot’s Rock, Boston harbor, from $4,000 to 
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He moved to amend the amendment of the Sen- 


| ate, as follows: 
The question was taken, and the amendment, || 


For balance due John P. Brown for his services as acting 


| Chargé d’Affaires at Constantinople, $4,955. 


| 


| 


| 


$5,000. 
Mr. BAYLY. The Committee of Ways and | 
Means recommend that this amendment be not || 


concurred in. 

The question was put, and the amendment was 
disagreed to. 

Amendment No. 31 of the Senate. 
26, after line 13, insert the following: 

“ For the construction of a marine hospital to be located 
by the Secretary of the Treasnry. at or near San Francisco, 
in the State of Caliornia, $50,000. 

Mr. BAYLY said the Committee of Ways and 
Means recommended a non-concurrence in the 
amendment of the Senate. 

Some conversation followed ona point of order. 

Mr. BAYLY moved to strike out $50,000. 

The Committee of Ways and Means thought, 
he said, that at the present exorbitant rate of every- 
thing in California, this was not a good time to 
commence the construction of such works. 

Mr. GILBERT explained, that the amendment 
did not ask the Government to appropriate this 
money. The amount had already been collected 
from the hospital tax. The simple proposition 
was to authorize the application of this muney. 
He hoped it would be agreed to. 

Some conversation followed between Messrs. 
ASHE, GILBERT, and STRONG, as to the 
amount of hospital tax collected. 

Mr. BAYLY withdrew his amendment. 

The question was taken, and no quorum voted. 

Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. Fow.er and 
Houston were appointed. 

The question being again taken, the vote stood — 
ayes 84, noes 47. 

So the amendment was concurred in. 

Amendment No. 32 of the Senate. 


In page 


Add to, the | 


Mr. McCLERNAND explained and enforced 
the propriety of his amendment. 

The question being taken, the amendment of 
Mr. McC.ernanp was agreed to. 

The question recurred on agreeing to the Senate 


| amendment as amended. 


Mr. BAYLY. The Committee of Ways and || 


Mr. BOWLILN moved to strike out that part of 
the amendment which provided an outfit for Mr. 
Eames. 

Mr. McCLERNAND referred tothe importance 
of Mr. Eames’s services as Commissioner, and 
said Mr. Buchanan and Mr. Clayton had recom- 
mended that an appropriation be made for his out- 
fit. He caused the letter of Mr. Clayton to be 
read. 

The amendment of Mr. Bow tw was rejected. 

Mr. BOWLIN moved to strike out the word 
‘outfit’ and insert “‘compensation.”” Agreed to. 

Mr. OTIS moved to amend the amendment to 


| Appropriate the same sum as compensation to Lu- 
|| ther Severance, the present Commissioner. 


Mr. HALL made the point of order, that the 
amendment was not in order, being for the increase 
of a salary fixed by law. 

Some conversation arose upon the question of 
fact, and it having been ascertained, upon the state- 
ment of Mr. McCyernanp, that the salary was 
fixed by law— 

The CHAIRMAN sustained the point of order, 
and ruled the amendment out of order. 

The amendment of the Senate was then con- 
curred in. 


Amendment No. 34 of the Senate. In page 30, 


| after line 17, insert: 


| which recommendation he dissented.) 


end of the appropriation for the salaries of Chargés | 


d’Affaires, &c., in page 30, the following: 

“ And for compensation to Alexander Hammett for his 
services as chargé d’affaires at Naples, from the twentieth 
of May, eighteen bundred and forty-seven, to the twenty- 
first of June, eighteen hundred and forty-eight, $4,875.” 

Mr. BAYLY explained that this was the amend- 
ment which the Committee of Ways and Means 
had heretofore instructed him to introduce, but 
was ruled out of order. The committee had in- 
structed him to advise the House to concur in the 
amendment. 

The question was put, and the amendment was 
concurred in. 

The 33d amendment of the Senate. 
after line 14, insert as follows: 

“To Anthony Ten Eyck, for salary and contingent ex- 
penses as Commissioner to the Sandwich Islands, for the 
year ending December 31, 1849, $5,422 87. 

“ To Charles Eames, for outfit as late Commissioner to 
the Sandwich Islands, in pursuance of the recommenda- 
tion of the Department of State, $3,000.” 

Mr. BAYLY said the Committee of Ways and 
Means had originally recommended a non-concur- 
rence in this amendment, as they had no papers 
before them showing its necessity. Since that 
time he had received the papers from thie Commit- 
tee on Foreign Affairs, and was satisfied that the 
appropriation was proper. 


In page 30, 


r. OTIS inquired if any law authorized an ap- 
propriation for the outfit of the Commissioner to 


the Sandwich Islands? 


* For the expenses of the agent of the Sublime Porte, ten 
thousand dollars, to be disbursed under the direction of the 
Secretary of State.” 


Mr. BAYLY said, the Committee of Ways and 
Means recommended a non-concurrence, (from 
He would 
not himself have recommended the introduction of 
the amendment to the bill. He thought it was an 
unfortunate movement, but as it had been inserted, 
and by a body especially charged with our foreign 
intercourse, he thought it would be inconvenient 
to strike it out. 

Mr. McCLERNAND proposed to add one or 
two other facts in addition to what had been stated 
by Mr. Bayty. 

The CHAIRMAN said, unanimous consent 
would be required. 

Mr. McCLERNAND moved an amendment, 


| (pro forma.) He said a brief statement will serve 


to illustrate the reason and propriety of this ap- 
propriation. It comes from the Senate, recom- 
mended not only by their approval, but also by 
the American minister at Constantinople, Mr. 
Marsh, and by his secretary, Mr. Brown, who, 


| after a long absence, is now making a visit in his 


native country. It is also recommended by the 


| distinguished gentleman who is now at the head of 


the State Department, Mr. Webster, upon whose 


| authority, together with that of the other person- 


| 


ages mentioned, the appropriation was reported 


|| by the unanimous consent of the Committee on 


Foreign Affairs of the Senate; and the same may 


| be said of the Committee on Foreign Affairs of 


I] 


| 


1 
| 
} 


} 
} 
i 
i 
i 


| 


| 


} 


this House, who have directed me, as their chair- 
man and organ, to recommend the concurrence of 
the House in the amendment of the Senate. I 
trust they will do so. 

‘The design of the appropriation is to defray the 
expenses of Amin Bey, the commissioner of his 
Imperial Majesty, the Sultan of the Ottoman Em- 
pire, during his sojourn amongst us in his present 
character. The dignitary described visits us not 
only as aspecial agent of his sovereign, but he 
comes also in the character of a major and com- 
mander in the Staff of the Turkish admiralty; and 
it may be, from what has been said, that he will 
be stilf further honored by being invested with 
diplomatic rank, asa minister near this Govern- 


Mr. MeCLERNAND replied there was no law. || ment. The object which engages the labors of 


















































































: it ered 


Teg n 
wesley 
ove we 


es 


> 


nt 4 


_ 
i. 
. 

a> 


: A 
ec ysta d e 
4 Sei 
, - 
. et ah 
ay 2 
PORTS TA, 


+4 ~ 


re. 


Pe PT € 
tat - 
* 

454 2 


a 
* 


ep 


eee i 
LASTS EOE, 









































































1986 — 


our distinguished visitor is equally honorable to 
his Government and to our own country. He | 
comes here to obtain information concerning our | 
| 
| 








civil and social imstitutions—concerning the re- 
sources and power of the country, and particu- 
larly concerning our proficiency in naval architect- 
ure and navel government. Such are hia objecta; | 


and to the accomplishment of these objects we are | 








assured that he brings an intelligence, diserimina- || 
tion, and judgment which distinguished bim in his |) 


country, and which eminently qualify him for bis | 
important mission. 
pee happy to repeat what I have heard, that is, | 

i 


that the observations and inquiries of this digni- 
tary, 90 far, have proved highly satisfactory. I 
doubt not that they will continue to prove satis- | 
factory; in which event, we are authorized to sup- | 
rose that the results will be duly reported to the 


} 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


en ee 











coldness which was growing between the two 
Princes; and finally the Persian Ambassador 
thought it time to be off. Receasy when the pres- 
ent Pope senta Nuncio to the Sultan, he remained 
some months at Constantinople, boarded at the 
expense of the Sultan, of $1,000 per month. It 
was the first embassy from the Pope. 

The Ottoman commissioner or envoy, (for he 
may be considered as such,) has already been 
treated as the guest of the country, at the request 
of Mr. Marsh, our Minister at Constantinople. 
The city of- New York treated this commissioner 
in a most generous manner. And the appropria- 
tion now proposed to be made, is but a proper 
token for the Sultan’s kindness to Americans. 

I am further informed by Mr. Brown, that a 
Mr. Davis, of South Carolina, who has gone to 


| Turkey to give information as to the culture of 


‘urkish Government; to be followed, as we hope, || cotton, became ill in the Sultan’s service, and par- 
by measures of mutual advantage to both parties, | 


and among others by an increase of their commerce, | 
and by the eraployment of American labor and | 
skill in the navy-yards, and in the military and | 
commercial marines of Turkey. Nor are we to 
forget, in estimating such a result, that the Turkish 
polity long preceded our own in rejécting the 
policy of commercial restrictions, and in disallow- 
ing aristocratic institutions and orders. 

Oiher considerations of a moral nature enforce 
the passage of this appropriation. There is much 
in the grand traditions of the East to enforce it. 


firet dawned upon a world, where the Holy Scrip- 
tures were first taught, where Cyrus and Alexan- 
der conquered, where the great Assyrian and | 


Persian monarchies rose and feil, where Nineveh, || 


Babylon, and Troy flourished and decayed, where | 
the Greeks aspired and excelled, where the hardy | 
Romane ruled, where jewelled Khalifs’ reigned; | 
and where, too, our Saviour was born, preached 
his ministry, and died-for the sins and redemption | 
of mankind. 

Yes, itis from this classic land that Amin Bey | 
comes, the representative of a great Prince—a 
Prince who is worthy of the fame of his ancestry, | 
and of his magnificent country. It is almost | 
unnecessary to say that the young Sultan of the | 


reigning sovereigns Not only has he materially 


ameliorated the condition of his own people, but || 


he has generously afforded that protection to the 
oppressed of other countries which has won for 
him the respect and admiration of the lovers of | 
liberty and justice throughout the world. Yes, 
he has done that for the unfortunate Hungarian 
refugees—for the noble Kossuth and his heroic | 
companions, which was denied to them by chris- 
tian rulers. His, country was opened to them as | 
an asylum, and his hospitality was spread to feed | 
their hunger. Such is the character of the Em- | 
peror of Turkey; and thus it contrasts with the cruel 
rroacriptions of the Emperors of Austria and of 
Russia. The comity and courtesy of nations de- | 
mand of us to offer such tekens of respect to his | 
representative as are due to his character and are | 
worthy of ourselves, We are to do this by pro- | 
claiming him the guest of the nation, to be enter- | 
tained st the public expense. Such, | doubt not, | 
is the sense oF this honorable body. 

Some conversation followed between Messrs. 
Fearnerston and McC.ernann. 

Mr. McCLERNAND further enforced the pro- 
priety of the amendment. 


tially lost his sight. Thereupon, the Sultan sent 
to his family, as a donation, $25,000. 

Doctor Morse, the inventor of the telegraph, re- 
ceived from the Sultan a donation of $500, as an 
indication of the high estimate in which that great 


| invention was held. 


Mr. Samuel Colt, the inventor of the revolving 
pistol, received from the Sultan, as an evidence of 


| the high opinion he entertained of this inyention, 
| a snuff-box, valued at $1,500. 


| 


} 





| 











Mr. TAYLOR. Lam opposed to the amend- | 


ment of the honorable gentleman from Lilinois, | 
[Mr, MecCurawanp,] but am in favor of the | 
amendment of the Senate; which appropriates | 
$10,000 for the expenses of the agent of the Sub- | 
lime Port, to be disbursed under the direction of | 
the Secretary of State, 

It is well known, Mr. Chairman, that hospitality 
in all Eastern countries, is a prominent trait, and 
betweenall Musselmen, sovereigns or princes, their | 
representatives are maintained at the expense of | 
the Governments to which they may be sent. | | 
am informed by Mr. Brown, our dragoman at 
Constantinople, that the envoys of the Sultan, in | 
Peraia, Bockhara, Muscat, and elsewhere, receive | 
this eattentien, and he reciprocates it in all cases. 


| 


Some time since, when a difficulty arose between || 


Turkey and Persia, the supplies of the Ambassa- 
dor of the Shah of Persia at i were 


partially cut off, in a degree conforming to the 


| Turkish court. 


Doctor Smith, of Charleston, South Carolina, 


; en | received a donation of $300; Dr. Hitchcock, of 
Our visitor comes from a land where civilization || 


Boston, a dentist, a donation of $400. And other 


| Americans have received more or less money for 
| their inventions, or supposed merits. : 


Such an appropriation as the amendment of the 
Senate, now under consideration, ‘proposes, and 


| which I understand is recommended by the Com- 
|| mittee on Foreign Relations in this House, as well 


as that of the Senate, will serve the double pur- 


| pose of promoting good will between our Govern- 


ment and the Sultan, and of promoting the stand- 
ing of the Legation of the United States at the 
~ And last, though not least, it will 
be an expression to the world, especially to all 
despotic governments—of the estimation placed 
upon the generous conduct of the Sultan in favor 


y to : R || of the Hungarian refugees, who took refuge in his 
Citoman Empire has displayed a wisdom and || . 


benevolence which place him in the first rank of || 


dominions, by the whole American people. 

Mr. JONES moved to strike out ‘$10,000,’ 
and insert ** 25 cents.” He expressed his dissent 
to the whole project of receiving the agent of the 
Sublime Porte as a national guest. Especially was 
he opposed to making an extravagant appropria- 
tion for the purpose. He wished to have this 
agent impressed with an idea of the plain, simple 
habits of @ur people, and of its republican institu- 
tions. He hoped the Senate’s amendment would 
not be concurred in. 

The question was put, and the amendment of 
Mr. Jones was rejected. 

The amendment of the Senate was then con- 
curred in. 

The 35th amendment of the Senate. 
35, after line 3, insert as follows: 

“ For the extension of the Capitol, according to such plan 
as may be adopted by the joint Committee on Public Build- 
ings of hath Houses of Congress, $200,000. This appropria- 
tion to be expended under the direction of the President of 
the United States, who shall be authorized to appoint an 
architect to carry out the plan or plans which may be 
adopted as aforesaid.” 

Mr. BAYLY. said, he was instructed by the 
Committee of Ways and Means to recommend to 
the House not to concur in this amendment. 

Mr. HOUSTON rose to address the Chairman, 

Loud cries of “ Question, question.”*] 
r. HOUSTON moved an amendment. 

The amendment to the amendment was rejected. 

The question recurred and was taken on con- 
curring in the amendment of the Senate, and it was 
non-concurred in. 

Amendment No. 36 of the Senate. Strike out 
*tone’’ and insert ‘‘two,’’ so as to make the item 
read, $200,000 for continuing the construction of 
the custom-house at New Orleans.”’ : 

Mr. BAYLY. | have been instructed by the 
Committee of Ways and Means to recommend a 
concurrence in this amendment. 

The.question was pu’, and the amendment was 
disagreed to. 

The 37th amendment of the Senate. 
page 37, after line 26, as follows: 

« Por the al and hyd 
Delta of the’ biniatee ississippi, with pia cow bm a = 
lead to determine the most practicable plan for securing it 


In page 


Insert in 





passes 
feet draught to enter the same, fty 


tion for Mobile, and then believed, and still be- 

lieve, that the four items of appropriation named 
should be allowed. 

The Government has, at Bangor, no building 


from inundation, and the best mdde 
At the mouth of the river as to allow ships of twenty 
thousand dollars,’ 


Mr. BAYLY said he was instructed 
Committee of Ways and Means to ficdines” 
otras cog De ae aera If it was 

roper at all, it shou included in i 
harbor bill. oe ives ond 

He gave notice that at four o’clock he should 
move to rise in order to take a recess to six o'clock 

Mr. SEDDON (on a pro forma amendment) de. 
fended the amendment of the” Senate as one of 
great importance to the vast commerce of the 
Miasissippi. 

The question, béing on concurring in the amend. 
ment of the Senate— 

Tellers were asked, and ordered, and Messrs 
Sawreire, and Burzer of Pennsylvania, were 
appointed. ‘ 

he question was taken, and the tellers reported 
ayes 79, noes 62. , 
So the amendment was concurred in, 


The 38th amendment of the Senate. In page 38 
after line 4, insert: E 

‘* For the purchase of a site and the erection ofa custom- 
house in the city of Bangor, Maine, fifty thousand dollars 
to be expended under the direction of the Secretary of the 
Treasury ; and the cost of said building shall not exceed 
said sum.’? 

Mr. BAYLY said the Committee of Ways and 
Means recommended a non-concurrence. 

Mr STETSON moved a pro forma amendment, 
to enable him to submit a few remarks, and said, 
I ask the indulgence of the committee but for a 
moment, to state some of the facts relating to this 
item of appropriation. Inthe early part of the 
session, a petition for a custom-hcuse .: Bangor, 
signed by most of the commercial men of the 
city, was presented to the Senate, and there re- 
ceived the unanimous approval of the Committee 
on Commerce. The late Secretary of the Treas- 
ury recommended the appropriation. The sub- 
ject received the favorable consideration of the 
Committee on Commerce of the House, by a unan- 
imous vote, and the Committee of Ways and 
Means inserted an appropriation therefor in the 
civil and diplomatic appropriation bill, together 
with similar appropriations for custom-houses at 
St. Louis, Cincinnati, and Mobile. The Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
struck out the appropriations for Bangor, St. Louis, 
and Cincinnati, and passed the appropriation for 
Mobile. The Senate have restored these items of 
appropriations. 

I am authorized in the statement, that in the opin- 
ion of the late Secretary of the Treasury, the neces- 
sity for a custom-house at Bangor is much greater 
than that for Mobile. 1 voted for the appropria- 


o 


for a custom-house, and has never expended a dol- 
lar there for this or any other object. Bangor, in 
point of population and commercial importance, is 
the second city in the State. It is situated at the 
head of tide water,on the most navigable river 
of the State, with sufficient depth of water to 
float ships of the largest class. ‘The next census, 
I think, will show that its population has nearly 
doubled in the last ten years. “Its exports of 
lumber in its various forms, both foreign and 
coastwise, amount to about three millions of dol- 
lars per annum. Two or three hundred sail of 
vessels may often be counted in her harbor. Ban- 
gor is destined soon to be, if not already, the cen- 
tre of the West India trade of the State, and in 
comparison with a large ion of the commer- 
cial Atlantic cities, for whose accommodation cus- 
tom-houses have been e » presents strong 
claims to the favorable consideration of this com- 
mittee. I trust, therefore, that the amendment of 
the Senate will be concurred in. ; , 

Mr. STETSON, by consent, withdrew his 
amendment. And the amendment of the Senate was 
concurred in, 

Amendment No. 39 of the Senate. In page 
38, line 8, increase the priation for the cus- 
tom-house at Mobile, from $50,000 to $100,000. 

Mr. BAYLY. The Committee of Ways - 


eae recommend a non-concurrence in 
t. 

"diane couneiinion on a point of order followed 

between Mr. Carvin and the Chair. 


7 











1850. 





oo 


; Mr. HUBBARD moved to amend the amend- 
ment Oy eee the amount to $150,000. 
Mr. 





this was not the time to expose its enormities | 
when honestly conducted, much less the abuses 

now prevalent. He hoped to do this at some fu- || 
ture day. hat he now wished to say was, that || 
Mobile was the place of second magnitude in the || 
southern States as to its exports, which were 
fom four to five hundred thousand bags of cotton, 
a large and increasing import trade, and to those | 
who were sharing so largely in expenditure of || 
public money, raised by taxation from our section | 
st least in equal portions. Mr. H. begged such |, 
to look at the treatment we were receiving at their |) 
hands. Where was the eastern or northern city 
of the importance of Mobile, for which only | 
450,000 had been expended on custom-house lot || 
and building ? 





i} 
; 


There could be no such northern | 
sea-port found so neglected in expenditure. Hav- || 
ing exposed the partial and unjust manner in | 
which the South were treated, Mr. H. proposed to || 
withdraw the amendment. 
Objected to. 
Mr. ALSTON, by consent, submitted some | 
facts connected with the trade of Mobile, to show || 
that if Any appropriation was allowed at all for a | 
custom-house at that port, the amount proposed || 
by the Senate was a proper amount. 
The amendment of Mr. Hussarp was rejected. || 
Tellers were asked and ordered, and Messrs. || 
McLane, of Maryland, and Duncan were ap- || 
ointed. 
The question was taken, and the vote stood— 
ayes 84, noes 47. 
So the amendment of the Senate was concurred 
in 


The 40:h amendment of the Senate. Insert in || 
pege 38, after line 12, as follows: 

“ Por the erection of a new custom-house at San Fran- 
ciseo, to contain rooms for the post office in that city and the 
accommodation of its officers, and alzo rooms for the Uni- | 
ted States district court, the accommodation of its officers 
and other Government officers in Caliturnia, until the whole 
building is needed for custom-house purposes, one hundred | 
thousand dollars: Provided, said building shall be exempt || 
from all State or city taxation ; 4nd provided, further, That 
the whole cost of the same shall not exceed four hundred | 
thousand dollars.”? 

Mr. BAYLY moved an amendment to theamend- || 
ment, which, having been modified at the sugges- || 
tion of Mr. Vinton, was to strike out the word 
“or,”’ and insert after the word city, ‘* or other,” 
so as to make the exemption from State, city, or 
other taxation. 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed 


to. 

Mr. BAYLY said the Committee of Ways and 
Means recommended a concurrence in the amend- 
ment; but for the same reason which he had men- 
tioned against an appropriation for a marine hos- | 
pital, he was opposed to it. 

Mr. GILBERT said he wished to state a few 
facts, showing the importance of this appropria- 
tion; and was proceeding, when 

The CHAIRMAN interposed, and stated that 


there was no question before the committee open 
for debate. 








The question was taken, and the amendment 
was agreed to, 

The 41st amendment of the Senate. In page 39, 
after line 2, insert: 


“ Por continuing the construction of the custom-house at 
Savannah, Georgia, $15,000.” a" 

Mr. BAYLY said, he was directed by the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means to recommend a con- 
currence inthat amendment.  « 

Mr. JACKSON was proceeding to make a re- 
mark in support of a larger appropriation, but was 
called to order. 

The amendment was concurred in. 

Amendment No. 42 of the Senate. In page 39, 

line 9, insert: f 
ran finishing and altering rooms in the custom-house, 
and, Maine, for the accommodation of the Federal 
courts, clerk of the district and circuit courts, and marshal’s 
» $3,031 70.7 

Mr. BAYLY said, he was instructed by the 
Committee of Ways and Means to recommend 
that the appropriation be stricken out. 
hi Mr. LY PLEFIELD said, that in order to bring 

imself within the rule to speak one minute in favor 
of the a tien, he would move to add one 
Cent to the amount. 





7 ; 
UBBARD said, he believed the custom- || 


house and its machinery was becoming one of the | 
greatest curses to our form of Government; but | 


| keeping of the records. 


| must be made next year, and it would be only 


| the pitiful amount of interest bear to the losses of 


| the amendment of the gentleman from South Caro- 
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This (said Mr. L.) is but a trifle asked for to i So the amendment was rejected. 


a effect the object named in the paragraph, | 
and he hoped the House would concur with the | 
Senate, and allow the appropriation to stand. The 
pers were received after the bill had passed the 

ouse, and the matter was examined by the Fi- 
nance Committee of the Senate, and, as he under- 
stood, the Senate unanimously agreed to the 
amendment. 

Phe jodge of the district court of the United 
States for Maine, as well as the district attorney, | 
marshal, and clerks, had all certified to the neces- | 
sity of the alteration of the rooms for the accom- | 
modation of the courts and offices, and the safe- | 


1 will (said Mr. 'L.) only trespass upon the | 
precious time of the House to add, that I have 
personal knowledge of the necessity of this ap- 
propriation, and will hold myself personally re- 
sponsible to every member who votes for it, that 
it is right. | 

The question being taken, the amendment was | 
agreed to. | 

Amendment No. 43 of the Senate. In page 30, 
after line 12, insert: 


* For continuing the 
United States, #25,000. 


Mr. BAYLY said the Committee of Ways and 
Means recommended a concurrence in the amend- 
ment. He was informed by the officers of the 
Senate that the clause was misprinted, and that | 
the appropriation which the Senate voted was 
$40,000. 

The CHAIRMAN said it would require a mo- | 
tion to increase the sum to $40,000. 

Mr. HOLMES moved an amendment to the 
amendment, to increase the sum to $40,000. 

He bricfly advocated the proposed appropria- 
tion of the Senate; and, alluding to our vast com- | 
merce on the Pacific coast, urged the importance | 
of prosecuting the coast survey at this time. The | 
rejection of the amendment was a mere postpone- | 
ment of the appropriation; for, if refused now, it 


survey of the western coast of the 
” 


the saving of interest. But what proportion did 
individuals, companies, and to the losses of life 
which would result from the neglect of Congress 
to do its duty towards the commerce of that coast? 

Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. Porrer and 
Fow Ler were appointed. 

Mr. STANLY asked that the amendment might 
be read. 

And it was again read. 

Some conversation followed on a point of order. 

Mr. ASHMUN inquired of the Chair, @hether 





lina (Mr. Hotmes] did not propose to make the | 
sum precisely that which the Senate intended ? 

The CHAIRMAN answered in the affirmative. | 

The question was then taken, and the vote | 
steod—ayes 78, noes 48. 

So the amendment of Mr. Hotmes was agreed 
to. 
The question recurred on agreeing to the amend- 
ment of the Senate as thus amended. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, offered the 
following amendment: 


** Provided, That the said survey shall be conducted by 
the officers of the navy ; and that the said sum shall be paid 
out of the appropriation for the survey of the coast of the 
United States.”’ 


Mr. T. (after recapitulating the appropriations 
made for the coast survey) said he thought it was 
a reflection upon our navy that this survey was 


| 
| 





not conducted by the officers of the navy. There 
was, he believed, no other nation where these 
works were not conducted by the officers of the 
navy. He hoped that the survey, if made, would 
be made by these officers, and that the expense 
would be paid out of the fund appropriated for the 
coast survey. 

Mr. GRINNELL said a few words in reply, 
(of which scarcely anything was heard,) against 
the amendment of Mr. Tompson, and in favor of 
the amendment of the Senate. He urged that if 
any portion of the amount for the western coast 
was taken from the appropriation for the Atlantic 
and Gulf survey, it would greatly derange the 
plans of the Superintendent, and impair his oper- 
ations on those coasts. He hoped the amendment 
of the Senate would be concurred in. 

The question was taken on the amendment of 
Mr. Tompson by tellers, (Mesers. Evans and 
Jowgs.) and the vote stood—ayes 50, noes 69. 





The question again recurred on concurring in 
the amendment of the Senate. 

Mr. THURSTON moved to raise the eum to 
forty-one thousand dollars, and said: I have made 
this motion, Mr. Chairman, to enable me to ad- 
vocate the propriety of conturring with the amend- 
ment of the Senate as amended. That amendment 
as amended appropriates $40,000 to continue the 
survey ofthe Western coast. 1 do not desire my 
amendment to prevail, but I do desire that the ree- 
ommendation of the Committee of Waves and 
Means, recommending a non-concurrence, should 
not prevail. 

Mr. Chairman, I must confess I was rhuch gur- 
prised when the chairman of the Ways and 
Means Committee announced to this committee, 
that he had been instructed by his committee to 
recommend adversely to this amendment. It will 
be readily recollected that this matier was before 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union some time ago. The civil and diplomatic 
appropriation bill was reported to the House be- 
fore application was made for this appropriation, 
because the state of facts which more immediately 
called for this appropriation did not come ta the 
knowledge of Professor Bache till an edvanced 
stage of this session. When the facts to which I 
have just referred came to the knowledge of the 
superintendent of the coast survey, he laid the 
matter before the Secretary of the Treasury, asking 
an appropriation, and upon examination, the Sec- 
retary addressed a letter to the Committee of 
Wavsand Means, recommending an appropriation 
of $40,000; that committee being assured by the 
Secretary and Professor Bache that that sum was 
absolutely necessary, and that the survey on our 
coast must be abandoned, unless the appro priation 
was made. For some reason unknown to me, the 
committee refused to recommend theappropriation. 
Failing in getting their endorsement, | offered 
an amendment to the civil and diplomatic appro- 
priation bill, when that was under consideration, 
providing for an appropriation for thie purpose; 
but after discussion, the amendment was lost 
by mere accident. Thus failing here, we next 
brought the matter before the Committeé on Fi- 
nance of the Senate. That committee, without 
division, recommended an amendment to the 
civil and diplomatic appropriation bill, and this 
recommendation was concurred in by the Senate. 
Now, sir, after the matter had been vouched for by 
the Secretary of the eae and by the superin- 
tendent of the coast survey, | repeat, | was no little 
surprised to find the Committee of Ways and 
Means of this House still adverse to the appropria- 
tion. I am sorry for it, sir, because | do not like to 
contend against such odds; but as great as it may, 
be, | must appeal from their decision to the gen- 
tlemen of this committee. 

The law of the 14th of August, 1848, organizing 
the territorial government of Oregon, made a 
small appropriation for hght-houses and buoys on 
the coast of Oregon. The sites of these light 
houses had to be located, as wel! as the proper 
locality for the buoys fixed upon; hence these sur- 
veying parties were dispatched to that coast for 
the purpose. This was the prime object which 
was had in view in dispatching these partieg. 
California at that time was in an anomalous state, 
but by the intervention of subsequent events, with 
which we all are familiar, that coast needs survey 
also; and it is for the survey of this, as weil as the 
coast of Oregon, that this appropriation is asked, 
Now, sir, bearing in mind that these parties were 
first dispatched with a view to Oregon alone, and 
we are at once able to account for the estimate of 
Professor Bache of $12,000, about which so much 
‘was said when this was up before, for the survey 
of the Western coast. I am assured by that gen-~ 
tleman, that this estimate was made eighteen 
months ago, and with a view to Oregon alone, and 
before it was known to him what the cost of this 
labor would be on that coast. And what are the 
reasons why this estimate is now asked to be in- 
creased ? will briefly tell you. When this 
party was dispatched to the coast, hands were 
taken out under wri’ten articles to continue in the 
service during its -ecution, But upon arriving 
there, they embraced every opportunity to desert, 
This method failing, discipline was tried, but this 
proved equally unsuccessful. A par: of the crew 
threw overboard Past Midshipman Gibson, in the 
bay of San Francisco, leaving him to drown, and 
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made their escape. A part or all of them were 
retakan, and two of them hung. But neither 
contract ner fear could detain them, so that Lieu- 
tenant Commanding MeArthur had to proceed 
to the Sandwich Islands for a crew. before he 
could prosecute his work, However, no sooner 
nad he returned to Oregon, wages there by that 
time equaling those of California, then this new 
crew commenced desertion, But so eager were 
those young officers to maintain. their reputation, 
and to prosecute their work, that I am informed 
they have had to go on shore, when it. was neces- 





























cute the work, with revolver in hand to prevent 
the escape of the hands. In apite of their vigi- 
lance, a whole boat’s crew escaped, taking the 
boat of the schooner Ewing with them; and Lam 
informed by Professor Bache, that this desertion 
stopped the operation of the party for a mo: th, 
and that it cost the Government seven hundred 
dollars to retake the deserters. The inducement 
to this desertion was the great disparity between 
the wages which the crew were paid, and the 


California; the result was, that Lieutenant McAr- 
thur found it absolutely impossible to keep. a crew 


he has been authorized to do; hence the reasons 
for the increase of this appropriation are the 
vastly increased expense of procuring the neces- 
sary iabor for the work—the equally increased 
expense of living, and materials on the coast—the 
addition of the nine hundred miles of sea-coast of 























cesstty of increased surveys on the coast of Ore- 
gon, and in her rivers and beys. ‘hese, sir, are 
































thousand dollars are to be expended; and when 
you take inte consideration the increasing com- 
merce of that coast, and that it measures in ex- 
tent fifteen or sixteen hundred miles, and but 
$12,000 are estimated for this coast, and not one 
single light-house on the whole of it; surely, sir, 
you cannot consider the increase which we ask 
unreasonable. These two sums amount to $52,000 
for the year. The whole coast is comparatively 
ungaown. The parties are there, and must be 
withdrawn if this increase is denied. But who 
does not know that that coast must be surveyed ? 
If, then, you withdraw them now, you will do it 
at the expense of the Government, at the same 
time having the fact staring you in the face, that 
you will have soon to send these parties, or similar 
ones, to cofmplete the work which is now begun. 
ltamounts to this, that you will stop a work of 
heavy expense to the Government, for the purpose 
of commencing if again at increased expense! This, 
wir, will be the result of non-eoncurring with the 
Senate amendment. This | do not believe this 
committees is prepared to do; and to prevent. its 
being done, and to serve the interests of our coast, 
are the reasons why I have ventured to. breast the 
heavy influence which a recommendation from the 
Committee of Ways and Means usually has with 
@this committee and with this House. lime sir, 
that is this case that influence will be shifted; that 
the amendment of the Senate will prevail, and 
that the interests of my coast and of my conatit- 
vency will be thereby subserved. I have done, 
sift. : 
Seme conversation followed between Messrs. 
Jonse and Tuursron. 


































































































prietion, > repeated what he had previous! 
said, that if Congress went on appropriating all 
thet was asked for, the Government woul! 
bankrupted. ft was bankrupt now. The Senate 
had inserted im thie bill appropriations amounting 
to over a million of dollars, which the Committee 
of Ways and Means had strieken out. 

The amendment to the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. BISSELL moved to add the following to 
he amendment of the Senate: 

Ant that one half of said sum be taken out of the appro- 
prikviows boretofore made is: that purpose. 

He said, if the amount now asked were appro- 
printed, it would make a total of appropriations 
made this session for the coastsurvey, of $260 000. 
He expressed the opinion, that while the survey 
of the western coast was important, neither the 









































sary for any pert of the crew to do a0, to prose- | 


wages their services would command in Oregon or || 


without paying them the wages of the coast. This | 


California, with its inland bays and rivers—the ne- || 


\ few of the reasons; and when you reflect that | 
the coast survey has been going on for years on || 
the Atlantic, and that this year about two hundred || 


Mr. BAYLY replied to Mr. Tavnsron, and ex- } ation bill relative to the public printing. 
plained and vindicated the course of the Commit- || 
tee of Ways and Means in rejecting this appro- || 


be | 


a ————— 


i exigencies of the case nor the condition of the | 


Treasury justified so large an appropriation. If 
| the superintendent had laid out his plane one 
he had acted in great haste; and he undoubtedly 
could modify them. i| 

Mr. VINTON said the gentleman from Illinois | 
was mistaken in his estimate of the appropriations || 
made this year. The same amount was appropriated || 





i 
| 


three years past, viz: $186,000. All that amount | 
had heretofore been consumed on the Atlantic 
coast, and this additional appropriation was pro- 
posed for the extensive Weatern coast we had re- 
|| cently acquired. He spoke of the derangements 
'of the work already going on on the Atlantic || 
+) const, and of the great importance to our extensive 
| Pacific commerce of the work there being carried 
| on, and hoped the $40,000 which the Senate had | 
| inserted would be granted. 


| On motion by Mr. BAYLY, the committee rose | 
| 





|| and reported. 
THE FIVE MINUTES RULE. 


Mr. BAYLY. | intend to submit a motion to || 
|| suspend the five minutes debate. But I beg to | 
say that I do not intend to propose that it shall || 
extend to the amendments relating to the public || 
| printing. On the contrary, when we get to them, || 
| I shall move to rise, for the purpose of moving in || 
| the House to rescind the resolution, terminating 
| debate. 1 move a suspension of the rules to en- 
|| able me to move to suspend the five minutes rule | 
|| for the remainder of the session. 
Mr. VINTON. I wish to inquire of the Speak- 
|| er, in case the motion now made by the gentleman 
| from Virginia is adopted, and the committee rise, | 
having partly executed the order, whether it will || 
then be in order to rescind it? 
The SPEAKER. That question was propound- | 








|, ed this morning, and the Chair repeats what he 
| then said, that the House, on a previous occasion, 
| overruled the decision of the Chair, and decided 
| that an order partly executed. could not be recon- 
|| sidered. In the opinion of the Chair it would be 
| in order to move to reconsider it. 








| Mr. VINTON suggested to the gentleman from | 
| Virginia, in order to save any trouble on this 
point, that it would be better to except these 
amendments. 

Mr. BAYLY. I prefer to do it. I move to 
| suspend the rules to enable me to move to suspend 
| the five minutes rule for the balance of the ses- 
| sion, except upon the amendments relative to the 
| public printing. 
| Mr. 


ENTWORTH made some remark to 
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| Mr. Bayzy, which was not heard by the Reporter. | 
| Mr. BAYLY (in reply) said there was but one 


| chose to go intoya general debate about Mr. 
| 
| not get through the business; so they must choose 


|| between the two. 


Ritchie and the gentleman from Illinois, they could | 


pt 27, 


= ——— EE 
the Hoése, it will then be amendable within the 


limits of the rules, 
The question, * Shall the rules be suspended >” 
une then taken, and the vote stood—ayes 93, noes 
So the rules were suspended. 
Mr. BAYLY then submitted his motion. 
Mr. STANTON moved to amend the motion, 


in the bill as had been anpropriated for two or || by striking out the exception as to the three last 


sections of the amendments, (relating to public 
printing.) And he moved the previous question 

Some conversation followed on a point of order. 
between Mr. Tuompson, of Pennsylvania, and the 


| Speaker. 


The previous question was then seconded. And 
the mai question (first on the amendment) was 
ordered to be now taken. 

Mr. WENT WORTH asked the yeas and nays 
but withdrew the demand. : 

The amendment was rejected. 

The question recurring on the motion of Mr. 
Bay_ty— ; 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, asked the 
yeas and nays, which were refused. 

Mr. THOMPSON moved a call of the House. 

The motion was not in order, 

The question was then taken, and the motion of 
Mr. Bay iy was agreed to. 

Mr. STRONG moved a reconsideration Of the 
vote, and that that motion be laid upon the table. 

Ordered accordingly. 

Mr. BAYLY moved that the rules be suspended, 


| to enable him to move that the House take a re- 


cess until six o’clock. 

Mr JOHNSON, of Arkansas. Then we will 
be here till to-morrow at twelve o’clock. 

The question being taken, and two-thirds voting 


| in the affirmative, the rules were suspended. 


Mr. BAYLY submitted his motion. 

Mr. VINTON moved to amend it, by providing 
for a recess at the same time (from four to six) to- 
morrow. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

And the motion, as amended, was agreed to. 

So the House took a recess until six o’clock. 





EVENING SESSION. 

The SPEAKER called the House to order at 
nine minutes passed six o’clock. 

Mr. BAYLY moved that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. : 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I hope my 
friend from Virginia will give way for one mo- 


| ment. 


Mr. BAYLY. If there is any man in the House 
I would give way to, it is my friend from Ken- 


legislative day of the session left, and if the House i tucky. But I will give way to nobody. 


The motion of Mr. Bayzy was put and agreed to. 
GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS. 
The House accordingly resolved itself into Com- 


|| Mr. VENABLE ‘tose,and was proceeding to | mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 


|| make a remark, when he was interrupted by calls | 
|| to order. 
| The SPEAKER stated that this conversation 


|| jection was made. 
|| Mr. VENABLE. IJ shall vote against the whole | 
| proposition. 

| he SPEAKER announced the question upon 
| the motion to suspend the five minutes rule for 








was out of order, and could not be allowed if ob- i! 





the remainder of the session, except. upon the. 
}, amendments of the civil and diplomatic appropri- | 


| 


to. suspend the rule only as far as related to the 
amendments of the Senate to the civil and diplo- 
matic appropriation bill. 
|| ‘The SPEAKER stated that he had understood 
!| the gentleman from Virginia otherwise, and as he 
‘| had propounded the question; and appealed to the 
gentleman from Virginia to know if this was his 
motion? 

Mr. BAYLY replied, that the proposition was 


i 
} 








Mr. VINTON suggested that the motion was 


} 





to suspend the rule for the remainder of the ses- 

|| sion, except in relation to the three amendments | 

indicated. 
Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, wished to amend | 

] the motion by striking out the exception relative 

| to the public printing, 

The SPEAKER, An amendment is not in 


order pending the motion to suspend. If the rules. 
are coapanbed, Gand, tha motion is brought before 











(Mr. Burr in the chair.) ; 


The CHAIRMAN called the committee to 


order. . 

The question pending when the House took a 
recess. was on the amendment of Mr. Bisset, 
providing that one half of the sum of $40,000, ap- 
propriated by the Senate for the survey of the 
western coast of the United States, shall be drawn 
from the general appropriation for the survey of 
the coast of the United States. 

The question was. put on. this amendment, and 
it was rejected. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
of the Senate as it was amended in the morning, 
and it was agreed to. 

The following amendments of the Senate, on 
the recommendation of the Committee of Ways 
and Means of the House, were concurred in, viz: 

Anata He. ps Sire ne: the vee) 

roviding for the bin _of the ressi 
Globe and Appendix with Russia seer backs 
and corners, the following: 

« Provided, rk of House of Representa- 
gesgtean tbterteagaiiome vt to the lowest bidder 
below sixty cents per volume, and that the work —* 
commenced immediately after the printing is done, 
concluded as soon re as possible.” 3 sis 

And add after the word “corners’’ in the pre- 
ceding part oo amendment, words “at & 

ice not exceeding sixty cents. 

Pr Amepdment No. 45. Strike out from page 41 
the following: 


oe >see SS 
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1850. 
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« Por defraying the expenses of the chemicjana! 
of vegetable substances produced and used for of 
man and animals in the United Siates, to be expended un- 
der ihe direction of the Commissioner of Patents, one 
thousand dollars, to be paid out of the patent fund.” 


Amendments Nos. 46 and 47. Insert after the 





«under the direction of the Department of State in 
the reconstruction of the maps of the boundary under 
the treaty of Washington, and.” And insert after 
the word ** maps”’ where it last occurs, “ the sum 
of $1,115.” 

«For the pay of draftsmen and assistants to the head of 
the Scientific Corps, employed in copying and recording, 
seven thousand dollars ; the rent of rooms eniployed for as- 
sistants to the head of the Scientific Corps engaged in re- 
cording, copying, &c., including fuel for the same, five hun- 





dred dullars; attendance on office rooms, and expenses of | 


employing messengers, five hundred dotlars; purchase of 


office turniture, three hundred and seventy-five dollars; 
stationery for office use, one hundred dollars; mileage and 
expenses Of officers employed in examinations required on 
the frontiers of Vermont and New York, eight hundred and 
forty dolars ; for survey and examination of that portion of 
* the line lying on the northern frontiers of Vermont and New 
York, embracing hire of men and their transportation and 
subsistenee, hire of horses and baggage waggons, camp 
equipage and its transportation, purchase of instruments 
aud all contingencies, five thousand dollars; and compen- 
sation of two private soldiers, for their services as draftsmen 
iy reconstructing maps, making in all, fifteen thousand four 
bundred and thirty dollars.”’ 


Amendment No. 48. 
line 12, the following: 

« For salary of John Catlin, as Secretary and acting Gov- 
ernor of Wisconsin Territery, from the tenth day of June, 
Anno Domini eighteen hundred and forty-eight, to the fourth 
of March, eighteen hundred and forty-nine, at twenty-five 
hundred dollars per annum, being eight months and twenty- 


two days, eighteen hundred and twenty-eight dollars and 
seventy-seven cents.”? 


Mr. BAYLY. I havé been instructed by the 
unanimous vote of the Committee of Ways and 
Means to recommend that this amendment be re- 
jected. , 

The question was put on concurring in the 
amendment, and it was disag to. 

Amendment No. 49 of the Senate. In page 46, 
after line 22, insert: 

“To reimburse the corporation of Washington the amount | 
advanced to complete the paving of fifteenth street, in front 
of the Treasury Department, including the culvert, two 
thousand three hundred and nine dollars and ninety cents, 
upon it being shown to the Secretary of the Treasury that 
said sum Of money was so advanced by the corporation of 
Washington.” 

Mr. BAYLY said he was instructed by the 
Committee of Ways and Means to recommend 
that this amendment be not concurred in. 

‘The question was put, and the amendment was 
disagreed to. 

Amendment No. 49} of the Senate. In page 46, | 
after line 22, insert the following: 

“ For making hydrographical and topographical surveys to 
decide on the practicability and cost of improving the navi- 
gation of the Ohio river by a system of reservoirs to serve 
as feeders in periods of low water, according to the plan 
proposed by Charles Ellet, Jr., civil engineer, the sum of 


rere 


Insert in page 44, after 


twenty thousand dollars ; the money to be expended under || 


the direction of the Secretary of the Treasury, and tlre sur- 
veys, with ali necessary observations, measurements, re- 
connoissances, and estimates to be made by a mixed com- 
mission of topographical and civil engineers, to be selected 
by the Presideat’of the United States.” 

Mr. BAYLY said he had been instructed by 
the Committee of Waysand Means to recommend 
a non-concurrence in this amendment. 

Mr. BISSELL offered an amendment. He said 
the Clerk need not read it through, but merely by 
its title, being the bill making appropriation for 
certain rivers and harbors. 

Mr. BAYLY rose to a point of order, and sub- 
mitted that it was not in order to move the river 
and harbo. bill as an amendment to the civil and 
diplomatic bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair so decides. _ 

Mr. BISSELL appealed from the decision. 

He stated that the amendment varied from 
the river and harbor bill in one item only, which 
he read, and that it was not necessary to. 
read the bill. He hoped the reading would, by 
Unanimous consent, be suspended, as it would 
unnecessarily consume time. 

The Clerk commenced the reading of the bill. 

Mr. BISSELL renewed his suggestion that the 
reading was unnecessary. 

Mr. JONES. Yes, Ce word be read. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will read the 
amendment. It is obvious that the committee 
cannot judge upon the appeal except they hear the 


amend read, 
The Clerk proceeded with the reading. 





word *temployed”’ in the clause below, the words 


| 


| 
| 





| 








| 
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Mr. KING, of New Jersey, interposed, and 
suggested that the question whether the amend- 
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ment was in order be firat decided; if it was ruled || 


to be gn order it would then be time enough to 
read the amendment. 
now. 

Mr. JONES. So far as 1 am concerned, I with- 


position the House make of the appeal. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has decided 
that the reading of the amendment is necessary in 
order to enable the committee to decide upon the 


| appeal. 


Objections were made to dispensing with the 
reading. 
The Clerk accordingly resumed and completed 


drawing paper, and other necessary drawing matetials and the reading of the amendment, which consisted | 


(as stated by Mr. Bissext) of the river and har- 
bor bill modified by the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides the 
amendment not in order. From that decision the 
gentleman from Illinois appeals. 
‘Shall the decision of the Chair stand as the 
judgment of the Committee?”?’ The Chair asks 
that the 55th and 8lst rules be read: ~ 

55. “No motion or proposition on a subject different from 
that under consideration shali be admitted under color 
of amendment. No bill or resdlution’ shall, at any time, 
be amended by annexing thereto, or incorporating there- 
with, any other bill or resolution pending before the 
House.”? 

81. “No appropriation shall be reported on such pending 
appropriation bills, or be in orderas an amendment thereto 
for any expenditure not previously authorized by law: 
unless in continuation of appropriations for such public 
works and objects as are already in progress, and for the 
contingencies for carrying on the several departments of 
the Government.” 

The CHAIR decides that the amendment is 
not in order, for the reasons assigned in the two 
rules which have been read, and for the addi- 
tional reasons that it is not germane, and it has no 
relation whatever to the amendment of the Senate. 


| The Chair craves ths indulgence of the committee 


to say, that although the amendment of the Senate 
may be in contravention of the rules of the 
House, it is not subject to be ruled out of order 
by the House; but that dées hot authorize the 
House to make any amendment contrary to its 
own rules. 


Mr. BUEL inquired whether the amendment 
was the same bill as the river and harbor bill? 


The question is, | 
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And after some conversation between the Chair 








and Mr. Asumun, 


The question, ‘* Shall the decision of the Chair 


|} stand as the judgment of the committee?’ was 


It was a waste of time | 


put, and taken by tellers, (Messrs. Casey, and 
| Harets of Tennessee, acting as such,) and de- 
| cided in the afirmative—ayes 71, noes 65. 
draw the call for the reading until I see what dis- | 


So the amendment was ruled out of order. 
Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, moved to amend 


| the emendment of the Senate by adding the fol- 
|| lowing: 


tt 
; 


“And one full set of such of said books as are now on 


band shail be delivered by the Clerk to each of the new 


|| members of the present Gongress.”” 


1} 


| 





1 


| 


| 


| 





| 
i} 


1 


: 


The question ia, “Shall the decision || 
of the Chair stand as the judgment of the House?”’ | 


H 


| 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is unhesita- | 


tingly of the opinion that it is the same bill. The 
Chair begs to say that the alteration of one word, 


or of several words—of a single feature, or any | 


slight modification of a bill, which does not to- 
tally change the structure of the biil, does not 


|| alter it. 


Mr. BUEL. I understand it is not the same 
bill. It has been modified. ’ 

Mr. McCLERNAND. I wishto know what 
is the aggregate amount of the appropriations con- 
tained in thatamendment? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair does not know. 
It is very large. 

The question on the appeal was taken by tellers 
—Messrs. Morton and Hammton—and decided 
in the affirmative—ayes 73, noes 64. 

: So the decision of the Chair was sustained, and 
the amepdment of Mr. Bissert was ruled out of 
order. 


The question recurred on concurring in the | 


amendment of the Senate, and it was disagreed to. 

Amendment No. 50. Insert in the bill the fol- 
lowing: 

“To pay the amount of subseription under the joint res- 
olution of the 3d of March, 1849, for one thousand copies 
of the annals of Congress, to the end of the fourth Congress, 
and to include the first Congress as well as the second, 
third, and fourth Congresses, $30,000.” 

Mr. BAYLY said he had been instructed by 
the Committee of Waysand Means to recommend 
a concurrence in this amendment. The work had 
been already ordered by Congress. 

Mr. ASHMUN moved an amendment providing 
that the Secretary of the Senate and Clerk of the 
House subscribe on behalf of Congress for two 


Mr. HIBBARD raised a question of order 


against the amendment. 


The CHAIR ruled the amendment out of order. 
Mr. STANTON appealed from the decision of 


the Chair. 


The question was then put, ‘‘ Shall the decision 


of the Chair stand as the judgment of the com- 
mittee ?’’ and carried in the affirmative. 


The question was then put on concurring in the 


| amendment of the Senate, and it was agreed to. 


Amendment No. 51 of the Senate. To insert 


the following: 


“ For continuing the publication of the works of the Ex- 


ploring Expedition, including the printing of the charts, the 
pay of scientific corps, salary of the horticultarist, and care 
| of the collections, twenty-five thousand dollars.” 


Mr. BAYLY said, he had been instructed by the 


Committee of Ways and Means to recommend 
that this amendment be not concurred in. 


The question was put, and the amendment was 


not concurred in. 


Amendment No. 52 of the Senate. In page 2, 


| after line 26; insert: 


“ For the purchase of books for the Library of the Tress- 


ury Departmeut, $1,000; for the purchase of a library to be 


preserved in the Executive Mansion, $2,000; and the Joint 
Committee on the Library of Congress are hereby author- 


i} ized to supply the said libraries with any duplicates of pab- 


lic documents which can be spared from the public collee- 
tions in the Library of Congress or elsewhere.” 

Mr. BAYLY stated that he had been instructed 
by the Cemmittee of Ways and Means to recom- 
mend that the amendment be concurred in. 


Mr. ASHMUN moved to amend the amend- 
ment by adding the following: 


‘“ And the Secretary of the Senate and the Clerk of the 
House of Representatives be authorized and required to 
subacribe, on behalf of Congress, for 2,000 copies of the de- 
bates and proceedings of Congress from the commencement 
of the first session of the first Congress (of which the 1,000 


| copies of the first four Congresses, already sabecribed for, 


| 


i 


| 


be considvred as part) to the second session of the eighternin 
Congress, when the Register of Debates, already published, 
begins ; the price per volume not te exceed that agreed 
upon for the volames already printed and delivered ander 
the title of “ Annals of Congress,” which capies (after dis- 
tributing one copy to each member of the Thirty-first Con- 
gress nat provided for by the previous order for supplyin 
the members of the Thirtieth Congress) shall be deprateed 
with the Librarian of Congress for the future disposition of 
Congress.”” 


Mr. JONES raisd a question of order. It was, 
he said, the same amendment which had a few 


| minutes ago been ruled out of order. 


The CHAIRMAN ruled the amendment oat of 
order. 
Mr. ASHMUN appealed from that decisiong 


| and called for tellers on the question; and Messrs. 


Fow.er and Green were appointed such. 

The question was then taken, ‘‘ Shall the decis- 
ion of the Chair stand as the judgment of the com- 
mittee?”’ and it was decided in the negative—ayes 


|} 60, noes 77. 


| 


| 


} 


' 


} 


’ 


; 


thousand copies of the debates and proceedings of 


the First to the Eighteenth Congresses, inclusive, 


to be deposited with the Librarian of Congress for | 


the future disposition of Congress. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, raised a question of 


order on the 
The CHA 


nd of relevancy. 
ruled the amendment out of order. 


‘ 


Mr. JONES moved that the committee rise. 

The question was taken, and decided in the neg- 
ative. 

The question wv as then taken on the amendment 
to the amendment, and it was agreed to. 

The question recurring on the amendment of 
the Senate as amended, it was taken by tellers, and 
carried in the affirmative—ayes 75, noes 49. 

Amendment of the Senate No. 53. Increasing 
the appropriation for a temporary messenger in 
the office of the Third Auditor, from $500 to $600. 

Mr. BAYLY. The Committee of Ways and 
Means recommend a concurrence in this amend- 
ment. a 
‘The question was put, and it was concurred in. 

Amendment No. 54 0f the Senate. In page 6, 
after line 8, insert: 


«“ Por arrearages to extra clerks authorized to be em- 
a in said office to first December next, four hundred 
and thirty-five dolidrs.” 
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Mr. BAYLY said, the Committee of Ways and 
Means recommend,a concurrence in this amend- 
ment. ‘They are satisfied it ought to be paid. 

The question was put, and the amendment was 
agreed to. 

Amendment No. 55 of the Senate. 
page 6, after line 23, as follows: 

“ And for additional compensation to the messenger of 
the said Solicitor, [of the Treasury,)] two hundred dollars.” 

Mr. BAYLY said he was directed by the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means to recommend a non- 
concurrence in the amendment. 

The question was put, and it was disagreed to. 














Insert in 


after line 3, insert: 

“ For the compensation of clerks and messengers, four- 
teen thousand two hundred doliare; Provided, That the firat 
proviso in the act of May twenty-filth, eighteen hundred 
and fifty, entitled ‘An act to supply deficiencies in the ap- 


thirtieth, eighteen hundred and fifty,” be and the same is 
hereby tepeaied.” 


Mr. BAYLY said he had been directed by the 
Committee of Ways and Means to recommend 
that the amendment be not concurred in, 

The question was put, and the amendment was 
agreed to—ayes 73, noes 65. 

The following amendments of the Senate, on the 
recommendation of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, were concurred in: 

Amendment No. 57. 
add: 


‘That the assistant messengers, laborers, and packers of 



































services,’’ 

Amendment No. 58. In page 11, line 20, at the 
end thereof, add: 

“And the salary of assistant messenger, [in the office of 
Commussioner of Pensions,] to $500, to be computed from the 
let day of Juiy jast.’’ 

Amendment No. 59 of the Senate. 
after line 6, insert: 

“That the sum of $951 54, heretofore appropriated for 
clerical cervice in the Quartermaster General’s office, and 
whieh remains unexpended, be paid under the direction of 


the Quartemaster General to the persons who performed the 
duties for which the appropriation was made. 












































House not to concur in this ainendment. 
The question was put on concurring in the 
amendment, and it was disagreed to. 


Amendment No. 60 of the Senate. 
after jine 29, insert: 


“ Whe Secretary of the Treasury be and he is hereby au- 
thorized and directed to contract, upon the most reasonable 
terns, with the proprietors of some well-established assaying 




















In page 19, 


























isfactory security, to be judged by the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, Who shall under the supervision of the United States 
aseayer, 10 be appointed by the President, by and with the 
advice aud cogent of the Senate, perform such duties in 
assaying and fixing the value oi gold in grain and lumps, and 
in forming the same into bars, as shali be prescribed by the 
Secretary of the Treasury; and th t the said United States 
assayer shall cause the stamp ofthe United States indicating 
the degree of fiveness and value, to be affixed to each bar or 















































for aesay: Ind provided, furthew, That the salary of said 
ppasayer shall be fixed by the Seerctary of the ‘Treasury not 
to exceed $5,000,” 


Mr. BAYLY said he had been instructed by the 

















that this amendment of the Senate be concurred 
in. 


Mr. PHGENIX moved to amend the amend- 
mend by adding the following: 

«To establish a braneh ofthe Mint of the United States in the 
city of New York for the coinage of gold, silver, and copper, 
and for the purpose cf purchasing a sight, erecting suitable 
buildings, and, completing the necessary combinations of 
machinery for the said branch, the san of $225,000 is 
hereby appropriated, to be paid out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to be expended by the 
Secretary of the Treasury under the direction of the Presi- 
dent of the United States. 

© To eatablisa a branch of the Mint of the United States 
at San Francisco, California, for the coinage of gold and sil- 
ver, aed for the purpose of purchasing a site, erectung suita- 
bie buildings and completing the necessary combinations of 
machinery fur said branch, the eum of 000, to be paid 
out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, 
to be expended by the Secretary of the Treasury under the 
direction of the President of the United States: Provided, 
That any contract made by the Secretary of the Treasury 
for an assay office in California shall cease on the com- 
mereement of the operations of any branch Mint of the 
Unied States that may be establ in that State,” 


Mr. HIBBARD raised the point of order, that 
the amendment was not in order. 





















































propriations for the service of the fiacal year ending June | 


In page 14, | 


works now jn suecessful operation in California, upon sat- | 


ingot of gold that may be issued from the establishment: | 
Provided, That the United States shail not be held responsi- | 
ble for the loas of any gold deposited with said proprietors | 


Committee of Ways and Means to recommend | 





} 


Amendment No. 56 of the Senate. In page 11, | 


In page 11, after line 8, | 
|| be paid out of any money in the Treasury not othe: wise 

| appropriated, to be expended by the Secretary of the Treas- | 
ury under the direction of the President of the United | 





the Gey erai Laud Office shall, from and after the Ist day of || 
July, 1850, reeeive at the rate of $500 per annum for Weir | 


Mr. BAYLY said, he had been instructed by || 
the Committee of Ways and Means to advise the | 
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and ruled the amendment out of order. 
Mr. PHCENIX appealed from the decision of 


| The CHAIRMAN sustained the point of order, 
the Chair, and asked for tellers. Tellera.were or- || 


déred, and Messrs. Morton and Wiiprick were 
appointed to act as tellers. The vore having been 
counted, resulted—ayes 75, noes 69. 
| So the decision of the Chair was sustained. 
| Mr. PHGENIX then moved to strike out the 
| Senate’s amendment, and insert his amendment, 
| as printed above. 
| Mr. JONES objected. The amendment being 
the same, it was not in order. 
The CHAIRMAN ruled it out of order. 
The question recurred on agreeing to the 
| amendment of the Senate, and being taken, it was 
| decided in the affirmative. So the amendment was 
concurred in. 
Mr. McCLERNAND offered the following, to 
come in after line 317: 


copper, and for the purchase of a site, the erection of suita- 
ble buildings, and completing the necessary combinations of 
machinery for said branch,the sum of $225,000 is hereby 


| appropriated, to be paid eut of any money in the Treasury | 


not otherwise appropriated, to be expended by the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury under the direction of the President of 
the United States. To establish a branch of the Mint of the 
United States at San Francisco, in California, for the coinage 


| suitable buildings, and completing the necessary combina- 
tions of machinery for said branch, the sum of $300,000, to 


Stated: Provided, That previous to the establishment of the 
branch Mint in (Californian aforesaid, the Secretary of the 
| Treasury is hereby authorized to contract, on the most 


|| reasonable terms, with some well establishe® assaying 


works in California, upon satisfactory security, to perform 
| the duties of assaying, and in fixing the value of gold in 
| grain and Jump, and in forming the same into bars, in the 
' manner to be prescribed by the Secretary of the Treasury, 
| under the direction of the President of the United States.”’ 


Mr. JONES raised the point of order, that the 
amendment was not in order. 

The CHAIRMAN ruled the amendment out of 
| order. 


Mr. McCLERNAND appealed from the de- | 


cision, and asked for teMers. 


mittee to go through the process of voting over and 

| over again. 
The question being taken (by tellers) on the ap- 
peal, the decision of the Chair was sustained by 
ayes 67, noes 59. The tellers also reported that 


| recount. 

It was objected to. 

The CHAIRMAN said, he knew of no means 
by which a new count could be had, unless by 
| unanimous consent. 

The decision of the Chair was sustained. 

Mr. KING, of New Jersey, moved to strike 
out the Senate’s amendment, and insert the follow- 
ing: 

* That the Mint of the United States at Philadelphia he 
removed to the city of New York, and henceforth that a 


| branch Mint be established in the city of San Francisco; and | 
that authority be given hereby to the Mint and its branches | 


to stamp value according to existing standards, on bars of 
gold and silver, as well as to coin money of gold, silver, and 
| copper; and that $225,000 be appropriated ti@refor, to be 
expended under the direction of the Secretary of the Treas- 
| ury. 

Mr. JONES raised the same point of order. 

The CHAIRMAN ruled the amendment out of 
| order. 

Mr. KING appealed. 

Mr. HILLIARD said, he hoped by universal 
consent——— 

Cries of ‘* Order! order!’’} 

r. HILLIARD. I do not intend—— 
Cries of ‘ Order! order!’?] 


| 
| 
he CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Ala- 


bama is out of order. 

The question being taken on the appeal, ona count 
by tellers, (Messrs. Clarke and Ricnarpson act- 
ing as such,) the decision of the Chair was sus- 
tained—ayes 77, noes 49. 

Mr. CASEY offered the following as asubstitute 
for the amendment of the Senate: . 


assayiyg office at San Francisco, California, purchasing a 
suitable site forthe same, and for erecting the necessary 
buildings, to be expended ander the direction of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, $300,000.” 


“ To establish a branch of the Mint of the United States | 
in the city of New York for the coinage of gold, silver, and | 


of gold and silver, and for the purchase ofa site, erecting | 


Mr. CARTTER inguired of the Chair whether | 
it was in order to renew this amendment continu- | 
| ally, and continue to appeal, compelling the com- | 


they were informed by several members that they | 
| had votéd under a misapprehension, and desired a | 


“ For establishing a branch Mint of the United Statesand | 


{ —— 
STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, raj 
|| question of order on the dinenid cane oe 8 


|| The CHAIR ruled it out of order. 
det eS appealed, but subsequently with. 
| 7 : 
The question then taken ine j 
q was on co ° 
| the amendment of the Senate, and it <a 
| to. 


Amendment No. 61 of the Senate. 
after line 19, insert: Page 20, 


| 

|| “For an addition to the salary of the judge of the =. 

ans’ court of the District of Co! i ich i 

| Boreaiae to $1,500 per i kn 5000)" Corhich to hereby 

| Mr. BAYLY. Iam directed by the Commit. 

|| tee of Ways and Means to ask the House to con. 
cur in this amendment. 

The question was put, and the amendment was 
|| agreed to. 
|| “Amendment No. 61 of the Senate. P 

age 20, 
after line 26, insert: 

« That the accounting officers be empowered to audit and 
adjust, and allow the public printers of Minnesota Tettig 
tory, for printing the Constitution of the United States, sueh 
parts of the laws of the United States as relate to the Noh- 
west Territory, and the laws of Wiseonsin in force in said 
Territory, by provision of the act organizing it. The saiq 
accounts to be subjected to the same rules and Principles ag 
are prescribed by the act of August 29, 1842, for other teryj. 
torial accounts.”’ 

[A message was here received from the Senate 
informing the House that the Senate had passed 
the Indian appropriation bill with certain amend- 
ments. 

Mr. BAYLY asked the unanimous consent of 
the House to move that the bill be referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 
| Mr. McCLERNAND suggested that the bill 
|| should be printed. 
|. Mr. BA YLY said he was informed by the pub- 
|| lic printer that it could not be done. 
| Mr. McCLERNAND. The Senate’s amend- 
|| ments add $2,000,000 to the appropriations con- 

tained in the bill.] 
| ‘The question now being on the amendment of 
|| the Senate— f 

Mr. BAYLY said the Committee of Ways and 
Means had voted unanimously to advise the House 
to agree to this amendment. 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was agreed to. 

Amendment No. 63 of the Senate. 
after line 13, insert: 

‘For the salary of an additional clerk in the Attorney 
General’s office, $2,000.” 

Mr. BAYLY. [I am instructed by the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means to ask the House to 
concur in this amendment. 

Mr. JONES. I hope the Committee of the 
Whole will not concur. 

The question was put on the amendment, and 
it was carried in the affirmative. 

Amendment No, 64 of the Senate. 
after line 23, insert: 

“To aid in the construction of a marine hospital at 
Evansville, Indiana, $10,000. 

‘*To aid in the construction of a merine hospital at Vicks- 
burg, Mississippi, $10,000.” i 

Mr. BAYLY said that he had been instructed 
by the Committee of Ways and Means to recom- 
mend that the first branch of this amendment be 
concurred in. He did not, however, agree with 
| the committee in that opinion. 
| Mr. ALBERTSON asked permission of the 
|| committee to make a single remark, in support of 
|| the first clause of the amendment. 
| Objection was made. 
|| The question was taken on the first branch of the 
|| amendment, and it was di to. 
|| __Mr. BAYLY said, the Committee of Ways and 
Means recommended that the second branch of 
| the amendment be not concurred in, and on that 
| point he agreed with them. 
| The question was then taken, and the second 
'| branch of the amendment was disagreed to. 
| The following amendments of the Senate were, 
‘| under the advisement of the Committee of Ways 
| and Means, rejected: . 
| _ Amendment No. 65. In page 29, after line 4, 
|| insert: 
|| To defray the expenses of a t to the three 
| Republics of Venesucla , New een Ecuador, to 
} claim of those governments, respectively, the o. 
_ amounts due from each of them on claims of citizens of U 
| ee aes the former government of Columbia, 

, . 
| Amendment No. 66. In page 30, after line 25, 
J insert: 














In page 22, 


In page 26, 
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* was a private claim. 
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wand for the payment of the balance due and unpaid to 
peter Parker for his services, according to the igent and 
spirit of the appropriation in the same behalf, contained in 
the ‘Act making appropriations for the civil and diplomatic 
expenses of the Government,’ &c., approved March 3, 1847, 

1.941 80; which, if received, shall be in full of all ser- 
vices, official and unofficial, contemplated ‘by said appro- 
pnation.”” 

Amendment No. 67 of the Senate. In page 31, 
after line 10, insert: 

« For relief of Stephen H. Weems, iate consul of the 
United States at Guatemala, and to enable him to procure 
a passage home, $1,200, to be expended under the direction 
of the State Department.” | 

Mr. BAYLY said that he was instructed by the | 
Committee of Ways and Means to recommend 
that this amendment be concurred in. 

Mr. McCLERNAND said that he had been || 
instructed by the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
by a unanimous vote, to move an amendment. 

[This amendment provided an appropriation of | 
some $4,000 to pay John P. Brown, for his ser- | 
vices as acting Chargé at Constantinople. } 

Mr. JONES raised the point of order that this | 














ment out of order. 

The question was then taken on concurring in | 
the amendment of the Senate, and it was carried || 
in the affirmative. 

Amendment No. 68 of the Senate. 
after line 10, insert as follows: 

“For improving the grounds in La Fayette square and | 
fencing the same, $3,000: to be expended under the direc- 
tion of the President of the United States.” 

Mr. BAYLY. This is the square in which the | 
equestrian statue of General Jackson is to be | 
erected. The Committee of Ways and Means || 
recommend that the amendment be not concurred || 
in. I hope it may be concurred in. 

The question was then taken, and the amend- | 
ment was concurred in—ayes 91, noes not counted. | 

The following amendments of the Senate, under | 
the advisement of the Committee of Ways and | 
Means, were rejected: 

Amendment No. 69. 
insert: 

“ For the compensation of a clerk for the Commissioner | 
of Public Buildings, $800.” 

Amendment No. 70. In page 33, line 5, in the | 
appropriation for improvements on New Jersey | 
avenue, south of the Capitol, strike out “south of || 
the Capitol,”’ and insert: 

“From the Capitol Square to public reservation number || 
seventeen, according to such grade as the Corporation of || 
Washington may hereafter establish.”’ 
_ Amendment No. 71. In page 35, after line 17, | 
insert: it 

“ For the salary of the late keeper of the public archives || 
at St. Augustine, to the Sth June, 1849, when the archives || 


were transferred from his custody to the Surveyor General | 
of Florida, $464 38. 


_ Amendment No. 72. 
insert: 

‘* For balance due to David Irwin, as associate judge of | 
Wisconsin Territory, as audited and allowed by the proper | 
accounting officers of the Treasury, the sum of $571 65.”° 

Amendment No. 73 of the Senate. In page 37, | 
after line 24, insert: | 

“ For the relief and protection of mariners and boatmen || 
on the western waters, to be disbursed under the direction | 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, $10,000. 

“ For the relief and protection of mariners in the State of | 
California, $20,000; to be disbursed under the direction of || 
the Secretary of the Treasury.” 

Mr. BAYLY said that he had been instructed | 
by the Committee. of Ways and Means to advise 
the House not to concur in this amendment. 

Mr. MARSHALL moved to amend the first 
clause of the amendment by increasing the appro- | 
priation to $25,000. 
_ The question was taken on the amendment, and | 
it was rejected. 

The question was taken on the amendment of || 
the Senate, and it was rejected. 

_ Amendment No. 74 of the Senate. In page 38, | 
after line 4, insert: 

“For repairing and 
dence, in the State of sland, $1,000.” i 

Mr. BAYLY said that he had been instructed 
by the Committee of Ways and Means to adviae 
the House not to concur in this amendment. 

Mr. DIXON moved that the House concur. 
at question was put, and carried in the affirm- 

ive, 

Amendment No. 75 of the Senate. 
after line 4, insert: ' 


“That the name of the port ‘ Presque Isle,’ at Erie, Peun~ 


| 

The CHAIR on that ground ruled the amend- | 
| 

In page 32, | 

| 





In page 32, after line 10, | 





In page 35, after line 35, 











collector of said port be required to issue new licenses to 
all boats and vessels, conforming the same to the alteration 
| hereby made; and that the salary of the collector of said 


collector of the port of Michilimackinac, in Michigan.” 


| of Mr. THompson, and it was rejected, 


| that this amendment be not concurred in. 


; amendment, and it was disagreed to. 
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syivania, be changed to the name of ‘ Erie,’ and that the 


port is hereby placed on the same footing with that of the 


Mr. BAYLY said he had been instructed by the 
Committee of Ways and Means to move to strike 
out all after the word “‘ made,” ia the above 
clause. - 

Mr. HAMPTON moved toadd to the end of 
the part proposed to be stricken out, the following: 

** Provided, The said salary shall not exceed the sum of 
g840.” 

The question was taken on the amendment of 
Mr. Hampton, and it was rejected. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, moved an 
amendment, providing that the salary of the col- 
lector of the said port shall be $800. 

Mr. BAYLY hoped not. 

The question was taken on the amendment to 
the amendment, and it was lost. 

Mr. CARTTER moved to strike out all that 
part of the Senate amendment that related to sal- 
ary. 

The CHAIR ruled that it was not in order. 

Mr.. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, took an 


The decision of the Chair was sustained. 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, moved to || 


insert after the word ‘*made,’’ the words ‘and 
that the salary shall be $750.”’ 

Mr. CARTTER raised a point of order against 
the amendment, which was not sustained. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 


The amendment of the Senate was then rejected. 
_ Amendment No. 76. In page 39, after line 9, 
insert: 


“ For purchasing a site, and commencing the erection of 
a suitable fire-proof building in the city of St. Louis, Mis- 
souri,for a custom-house and independent treasury, and 
other offices of the United States, the’sum of 850.000; the 
whole cost of the building not to exceed the sum of 875,000: 


| Provided, That said building shall be exempted from city 


taxes, and all other taxes whatever, by act of the Legisla- 
ture of Missouri. 

“ For the purchase of a site and construction of a proper 
building at Cincinnati, for a custom-house, independent 
treasury, and other offices of the United States, 350,000: 
Provided, That the total cost of construction shall not ex- 
ceed $75,000: .dnd provided, also, That said building shall 
be exempted from city taxes, and all other taxes whatever, 
by act of the Legislature of Ohio.”’ 


Mr. BAYLY said, he had been instructed by 
the Committee of Ways and Means to recommend 


The question was put on the first branch of the 


The question was then taken on the second 
branch of the amendment, by tellers, (Messrs. 
Haruan, and Srevens of Pennsylvania, acting as 
such,) and-it was not concurred in—ayes 61, noes | 





Amendment No. 77 of the Senate. In page 41, 


after line 5, insert: 1 


“To enable the Librarian of Congress to subscribe for 
and purchase one thousand copies of the works of John 
Adams, second President of the United States, to he pub- 
lished by Little & Brown in an edition of ten volames : 
Provided, The cost of the same shall not exceed $225 per 
volume, said volumes to be disposed of as Congress may 
hereafter direct, $22,500.” 


Mr. BAYLY said, he was directed by the Com- 


| mittee of Ways and Means to advise the House 


not to concur in the amendment. 
Tellers being called for on the question, Messrs. 
FeatHerston and ScHERMERHORN were appointed. 
The question was then taken, and the amend- 


'|.ment was concurred in—ayes 69, noes 59. 


Amendment No. 78 of the Senate. in page 41, 
line 8, after the word “Interior,” {in the appro- 

riation for constructing the eastern wing of the 

atent Office, ] insert: 

“ And for defraying such expenses as may have been in- 


curred by materials procured or labor applied towards the 
west wing, prior to the 15th of May last, and for such ma- 


1 terials or labor as may have been since procured or applied 
ainting the custom-house at Provi- || for the security of the old building.” 


Mr. BAYLY said, he had been directed by the 
Committee of Ways and Means to recommend a 
concurrence in this amendment. 

The question was put, and it was concurred in. 

Amendment No. 79 of the Senate. In page 41, 
after line 11, insert: 

“ For compensation of the architect and superintendent 


In page 38, | of the public buildings in the District of Columbia, $1,800.” 


Mr. VINTON moved the following amendment 
to the amendment: 





i 


| 
| 








| 
appeal, 








* Por compensation of an architect of the public buiii- 








| ings in the District of Columbia, to be appointed by the 


President, by and with the advice and consent of the Sen- 
ate, $1,800.” 


Mr. JONES raised a question of order on the 


amendment. 


The CHAIR ruled it eut of order. » 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
of the Senate, and it was rejected. 

Amendment No. 80 of the Senate. 


In page 41, 


| strike out the following: 


“ For defraying the expenses of the chemital analysis of 
vegetable substances, produced and used for the food of 
man and animals in the United States, to be expended under 
the direction of the Commissioner of Patents, $1,090, to be 
paid out of the patent fund.” 


The amendment was, under the recommenda- 


| tion of the Committee of Ways and Means, dis- 
| agreed to. 


Amendment No. 81 of the Senate. To insert at 
the end of the clause, in page 45, line 27, prohib- 
iting the allowance to any one individual the sala- 
ries of two different offices, the follwing: 

* But this prohibition shall not extend to the superintend- 
ents of the executive buildings.”’ 

The amendment was, under the advisement of 
the Committee of Ways and Means, concurred 
in. 
Amendment No. 82 of the Senate. 
afier line 22, insert. 

“To defray the expenses incurred under the authority of 
the committee of arrangement for the funeral of General 
Zachary Taylor, deceased, late Presideut of the United 
States, $14,929 46. 

« To defray the expenses of transporting the renmins of 
General Taylor from the cemetery in Washington, to Ken- 
tucky, to be expended under the direction of the President 
of the United States, $4,000,” 


Mr. BAYLY said he had been directed by the 
Committee of Ways and Means to strike out 
‘© $14,999 46,” in the first clause, and insert 
8,146 73, to be disbursed by the Marshal of 
the District of Columbia.”’ 

The question was put, and the amendment was 
agreed to. 

The ameriment as amended was then concurred 


in page 46, 


in. 
Amendment No 83 of the Senate, -Insert the 
following in the bill: 

«“ To enable the War Department to make such examin- 
ations and surveys as may be necessary to determine upon 
the best and most available mode of supplying the city of 
Wasbington with pure water, and to prepare a plan and 
estimate of the probable cost of the same, to be reported to 
Congress at its next session, $500,” 


The question was put, and the amendment was 


| concurred in. 


Amendment No. 84 of the Senate. Strike from 


| the bill the following: 


“To enable the Secretary of the Interior to take a perpet- 
ual lease to the United States from the city of Utica, New 


| York, free of taxesor other charges of any sort, for 80 many 


rooms in the City Hall in said city, about to be erected, as 
may be necessary for the proper accommodation of the 
United States district and circuit courts, holden in said city, 
and their officers, @12,000: Provided, That no part of this 
appropriation shal) be paid until it shall be certified by the 
justices of said circuit court that the said rooms are provided 
and the said lease made.” 


Mr. BAYLY said he had been instructed by the 


| Committee of Ways and Means to advise that 


the amendment be concurred in. 
The question was taken on the above by tellers, 
(Messrs. Wapo and Morrow acting as such,) and 


| it was determined in the negative—ayes 45, noes 


65. So the amendment was not concurred in. 

Amendment No. 85 of the Senate. In page 47, 
after line 6, insert: 

« And the compensation of the watchmen in the various 
deparunents of Government shail be $500 per annum; and 
it shalt be the duty of the head of each department so to 
inerease the number of watchmen that they shall not be 
required to be on duty more than ten hours each per day.” 

Mr. BAYLY said he had been instructed by 
the Committee of Ways and Means to recom- 
mend that this amendment be agreed to, with an 
amendment striking out all after tho words, * per 
annum.”’ 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed 
to; and ; 

The amendment as amended was concurred in. 

Amendment No. 86 of the Senate. In page 47, 
line 6, at the end thereof add as follows: i 

« that the compensation of the foremen at the Vapi- 
tol hs and at the President's grounds, shal! be $50 per 
month.” . 

Mr. JONES offered the following amendment 
to the amendment: 

« And that the compensation provided for in this section 

| shail be estimated from the firet day of Jip tast.”? 



































THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


a ee ee 


The question was taken, and the amendment to 
the amerdment was —— ‘ 

Tire amendment of the Senate was then rejected. 

The following amendments of the Senate, ander 
the recommendation of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, were concurred in: 

‘Sec, —», And be it further enacted, That the Secretary 
of the Trraaury be authorized and directed to adjust and 
reitie the aim submitted by 
Licutenant Robert L. Browning, late of the United States 
navy, dscensed, for a share of the proceeds of the sale of 
the schooner Oregon and cargo, seized and confiscated in 
the month of April, 1848, under the President's regulations 


of the lat of March, 1847, at the port of Tampico, during || 
the war with Mexico, and to pay the amount of said claim || 


out of any moneys in the Treasury arising from military 


contribations collected in Mexico in porsna:ce of the rego- || 


lations of the President before referred to: Provided, That 
before any monvy is paid in this case, any claim submitted 


by the owners of the vessel before-mentioned for remigsion || 
of the penalty and payment of the proceeds under the con- | 


fiscition, ehall firet be duly examined and decided by the 
Secretary of the ‘Treasury, under the directions of the Presi- 
dent of the United States. 

“ Bro. —, And be it further enacted, Thatit shall be lawful 
for the Becretary the Treasury to cause the revenue 
steamef Dallas, now lying in the port of New York, together | 
with the machinery placed therein, nnder and by viriue of | 
a contract by and between R, J. Walker, late Secretary of 


to be appraised by one or more good and sufficient ap- 


praisere, and to sell (if the said Secretary shall think the || 
public interests will be thereby promoted) the said steamer || 


aod machinery to said Campbetl at said appraised value, 
and te annul, by and with his assent, said contract: Pro- 
vided, That the said Secretary shall, on selling said steamer 
and machinery 16 said Campbell, take from him a release 
or discharge of the United States from all claims and de- 
mands under and by virtue of said contract.” 


Amendment No. 89 of the Senate. 
bill the following: 

“See —. ind he it further enacted, That, upon full proof 
being exhibited to the Secretary of the Treasury of any act- 
va! joss which the present contractor for the printing of 
Congress may have suffered in consequence of the execu- 


Add to the 


reimburse him for such actual loss, and to allow him, more- 


over, in the shape of profit, ten per cent. on the amount of || 


the legal representatives of || 





work already performed. 


“Seo. —. And be it further enacted, That so much of the || 
printing of this seseion as remains unexecuted shall be ad- || 


justed and settled upon the basis laid down in the foregoing | 
section, 


i 


“Sec. —. And he it further enacte’, That the said con- || 


tractor be and he ts hereby relieved from his contract; and 
that new proposals be received for the printing of the next 
session, in conformity with the provisions of the resolutions 
approved 23d July, 1846, entitled ‘A resolution regulating | 
the printing of Congress, and establishing the compensation 
for the same.’”” 


Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, moved to amend 
the firat section of the amendment, by adding at | 
the end of the section the following: 

“And that the lose sustained by Wendall & Van Bent- 
huysen, printers to the fast Congress, be reimbursed to 
them, and that they be allowed, moreover, in the shape of | 
profit, ten per cent. on the amount of work performed by | 
them during that Congress.”’ 

Mr. HIBBARD made the point of order, that 
the amendment was not in order, 

The CHAIRMAN ruled the amendment out of | 


| 


order, || less than the amount now demande 


Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, appealed from the | 
decision of the Chair. 

The question being put, ‘* Shall the decision of | 
the Chair stand as Ge asement of the committee?” 
tellers were demanded, and they were ordered. 


i 
| 
Messrs. Oris and ALBERTSON were appointed | 


~toactas tellers; and the votes having been counted, || 


were-——ayes 51, noes 69. 
So the decision of the Chair was reversed. 
The amendment being thus ruled to be in or- | 


der— 
Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, rose and addressed || he knows it cannot be performed, in order to look | 
He said, that though it had been || | 


the Speaker. 
customary enough to solicit Government for relief, | 
yet this, perhaps, was one of the first eases in | 
which a private claim for asserted losses had been 
inserted in a great appropriation bill at so late a 
period in the session that scarce any opportunity 
was left for its consideration or discussion. 

The objections to the passage of the amendment 
inserted by the Senate, were many and obvious. 
What proof, for example, had been adduced that 
there were any losses to the contractors for print- 
 f But admit that loss had been sustained; and 
_ what legal, moral, or equitable obligation rests 
upon this Government to make it good? Have 
these contractors superior equity to that of the in- 
nomerable contractors for the mail, the navy, and | 
the army service, whose claims for relief from. | 
their bonds would be hooted out of if 
presented here? Did the contractors for printing 
not enter into their contracts with full knowledge? 


|| How loose woul 


Was not Mr. Trenholm, who took one of these 
| contracts, a printer of most superior practical at- 
| tainment, who was aware that Messrs. Wendall & 
| Van Benthuysen, for whose relief his (Mr. E.’s) 
| amendment was offered, had lost money by their 
| contract? And yet did not Mr. Trenholm, so 
| knowing, anderbid the prices of Wendall? Nay, 
| sir, is pm not proof taken by the select com- 
| mittee on printing that the declaration was made 
simultaneously wiffi the bids, ‘‘ that the contract 
system should be broken down, and Congress made 
| sick of it?”’ 

And can a person who has taken a contract at 
low prices, for an object such as this, come for- 
ward and ask remuperation? Assuredly not; for 
he who asks equity must do equity. What was 
| the history of this matter? On the 3d of August, 
1846, the joint resolution was approved requiring 


|| that the public printing should be lef to the lowest 


| bidder. Wendall & Van Benthuysen were the 


| first contractors under this resolution, and they 
|| executed the printing for the Thirtieth Congress; | 


they had sustained a loss; no good friends had 


| ever been found to thrust an amendment into the | 
the Treasury, and Ethan Campbell, dated August 25, 1848, || 


appropriation bills for their benefit, giving them 
| their losses and ten per cent. profit. 

The printing for the Thirty-first Congtess had 
| been let to the present contractors, who, it was 
| said, had taken it with a design; and now was the 
| time for Congress to make its stand, and vindicate 
| its character from reproach, and the contract sys- 


| tem from violation. If we yielded now, we should | 


| be compelled, in order to be consistent, to yield 

forever hereafter. What was granted to these con- 
| tractors must be granted to all future contractors; 
| and we shall at once establish the principle that 


|| every contractor with the Government who makes a 


libert etain i i | 
tion of 40 much of the same as has already been performed, | profit shall be at liberty to retain it, but if he sus- | 


the said Secretary shall be and he is hereby authorized to || 


tains a loss Government shall reimburse him. 
Who shall have the contracts under such a sys- 

(tem? Shall I, if I volunteer to supply the provis- 

ion contracts of the whole navy for a hundred 


| dollars? And why not? 


ciple now attempted to be established, that no indi- 
vidual must lose by his governmental engagements. 
be such a system, how de- 
fective, how open to fraud, how liable to abuse! 


| 





| is necessarily, from its position, entirely in the 
i dark? It would be easy fora gainer to adduce 
| proofs of losses; opinions are easily obtained from 
| persons either interested or incompetent to judge. 


| Again: how unjust to the honest bidder is this | 


| principle, now attempted to be ingrafted upon our 
| system. Thenext highest bidder to the present con- 

tractor offered his seeurity—would have executed 
| his work, and the difference between his bid and 
| that of the present contractor was probably far 


' c of Gévern- 
ment for indemnity. Was it not, then, a gross in- 


} 


|| justice to this next bidder—to all fair bidders, to 


suffer some lower bidder, by indirection, to pocket 
| gains which otherwise would have accrued to him 
| who made the fair offer? Nothing could be more 
/evident. Butif we now, and forever hereafter, 
refuse the demand pressed upon us by this Sena- 
torial amendment, we shall insure fair biddings at 
‘all our lettings; and the lowest will be he who 
offers a price at which he knows the work can be ex- 
| ecuted, and notone who takes it fora sum at which 


for indemnit 
| tactics. 
But what does this Senate amendment further 
| provide in its last section? That the printing shall 
e relet to the lowest bidder. And who will ob- 
tain the job? Undoubtedly the man who bids 
looking for remuneration hereafter, hoping to fol- 
low in the wake of so successful an example as 
we are now endeavoring to set. Yes, sir; to give 
this indemnity, and then to relet to the lowest 
bidder, would be to invite fraud and to rule down 
the offers of honest men. As to the amendment | 
| have just submitted, it must be plain to every 
member that it was just as fair as the Senate 
amendment; it was based upon the aame principle, 
and expressed in the same words. What was 


| given to the present contractors could not be re- 
fused to Wrotal & Van Benthuysen. 


Mr. BAYLY said: Sir, 1 mean to expose the 
spirit in which this matter is conducted in 


y to parties or majorities, or lobby 


That would perhaps be | 
the lowest bid, and I could make it designedly low, | 
with a view to remuneration upon the great prin- | 


What proof of losses can be made where the loser | 
| brings forward all the testimony, and Government | 








| 


' 
i 


i 
| 
| 


| 
| 


|| to preserve order, he would do so. 
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limine. It is now for the first time that the chair. 
man gf the Committee of Ways and Means is 
ee a. ar from his committee the amend 
ments which that committee propose r 
under consideration. nee 

In the whole history of legislation, that com 
mittee has always been permitted to offer thei, 
amendments to bills whieh: they have specially . 
charge, and to explain them before other gentle. 
men have interposed. No attempt has been made 
to interfere with this perbementery privilege, unti) 
we had arrived at the last clause of this bill, Now 
for the first time, | am permitted to offer the amend. 
ments of the committee, and to say a word, after 
other gentlemen, who do not belong to that eom. 
mittee, have interposed amendments, and indulged 
in a violent strain of vituperation. From this the 
House and the country will understand the Spirit 
in which this warfare is commenced. 

I speak under feeling, ladmit. I am proud of jt. 
for | speak under very different feelings from those 
under which the gentleman from Maryland has 
spoken. Mine are the kindlier feelings of the heart: 
his I will not characterize. The gentleman does 
not recollect the history of——— 

(There was so much confusion in the Hall that 


tion 


| the remainder of the sentence was lost.} 


Gentlemen may keep themselves quiet. They 
know me well enough to know that when I mean 
to speak, I shall be heard. 

The gentleman from Maryland speaks of -— 

[The confusion still prevailing, the gentleman 
could not povceet:) 

The CHAIRMAN, (rapping the desk.) Gen- 
tlemen will preserve order. 

Mr. BAYLY. [shall sit down, if the time wi) 
not be included in my five minutes, until order is 
restored. 

The CHAIRMAN. Ifthe Chair had the means 
He can only 
appeal to gentlemen to preserve order. 

Mr. BAYLY. I give this notice, that the very 
moment there is renewed disorder, I shall sit 
down, and it will not come out of my time. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Vir- 
ginia will proceed with his remarks. 

Mr. BAYLY. I will proceed, sir, when order 
is restored. When there is such disorder I shail 
not proceed. 

rder was restored. } 

he gentleman from Maryland is entirely mis- 
taken when he says that this is the first occasion 
when Congress has been called upon to relieve our 
printers. On the contrary, the history of the Gov- 
ernment is full of precedents to the contrary. And 
the gentleman ought to know it. Rives is relieved 
in this very bill. Gales & Seaton have more than 
once been relieved from hard contracts. Sir, | 
trust that there is no man in this House who, 
when contractors with the Government find they 
have made a ruinous bargain, and that they must 
be losers greatly by it, will insist upon holding 
them to the strict terms of the contract. No gen- 
tleman will do it in private life. I will put this 
case: Suppose one of you, | do not care who he 
may be, if he be a gentleman, make a contract 
with a mechanic for the building of a house for 
$10,000, and at the completion of the work finds 
that it has cost $12,000, and that the mechanic 
would be ruined by the loss, I say there is not a 
gentleman in America who would make the con- 
tractor suffer the loss. 

Now, as to Mr. Ritchie, I do not choose to he 
considered here as his peculiar defender, although 
Il have a very high respect for him, a hereditary 
respect. e was a friend of my father, and 
he is my friend, and I will defend him where 
it is proper to do so, no matter how strong the 
current may be against him. I say that in this 
matter he has entered into a contract by which he 
must lose greatly, and no man of truth can say 
otherwise, who understands anything about the 
matter. : 

The question is whether you will apply to him 
a measure of justice that this Government has 
never applied to anybody before, and no gentle- 
man would apply in private life. A man, sir, Up- 
wards of seventy years of age, unacquainted with 
the practical business of peating--zos may talk 
about his having been a grins for fifty years, but 
I know personally that he never knew anything 
about the details of » he has been 
merely the editor, and others have 
details of his office—an old man, far 








1850. 


ie decline of life, ignorant of the practical details 

fa printing office, upon estimates made by others 
i entered into @ ruinous contract, and we are 
aiied upon, like Shylocks, to enforce it. [Here 
the hammer fell 

Mr. B. Would to God I had half an hour to 
expose this enormity. : 

Mr. ROOT inquired of the Chair whether an 
amendment was in order. — ; 

The CHAIR responded in the negative. 

Mr. ROOT said, that although he believed that 
the amendment of the Senate was a substantive 
proposition, he would not take an appeal. 

The question was then taken by tellers on the 
amendment of Mr. Evans, and it was decided in 
the affirmative—ayes 83, noes 46. 

Mr. ROOT proposed the following amendment, 
to come in at the end‘of the amendment just 
adopted : 

« Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be so 
eostrued as to discontinue the contract system for doing 
we public printing.” 

Mr. R. said, he believed that when the whole 
uth in respect to this business was known, it 
would be found that all the difficulty that the 
resent public printer had involved himself in, or 
in which the men who represent the real contractor 
had involved him and themselves, arose from an 
attempt on their part to break down the contract 
system—a system which had received the solemn 
sanction of Congress. He believed that they took 
the contract at too lowa rate of remuneration, - 
with that express view and intention. Nay, it 
was with the express declaration that they intended 
to break down the contract system. It was an at- 
tempt to commit a fraud on the part of those men 
who stood in the shoes of the contractor, and who 
had been made the cat’s paws in the whole busi- 
ness, mere men of straw. I have (said Mr. R.) 
no earthly doubt that this isthe fact. Well, now, 
the contractor comes here to complain of a hard 
bargain. He says hedid not make it; but he sent 
men in here to make it for him, in the laudable at- 
tempt to break up the contract system. I hope 
that Congress will adhere to that sytem; and I 
hope they will enforce compliance with the terms 
of the contract. 

There is no doubt but that there has been a great 
combination of influences in this city to break 
down the system, without giving ita fair trial. 
There is no doubt either, that if Congress would 
hold contractors to a strict fulfillment of their con- 
tects, the effect would be very beneficial; it would 
elect a very great saving of public money. For 
one, | will never give to this contractor, or to those 
who have been put forward to act for him—these 
men of straw—any relief whatever. Nor will I 
relieve the bail from their bonds, but will hold 
them to a strict accountability. 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland. 1am opposed to 
theamendment. Iam in favor of abolishing the 
contract system, | should consume my _ five 
minutes to very little purpose if I discussed the 
contract system. I do not believe that any honest, 
candid gentleman in this House considers that 
question to be in issue at all. Weare called upon, 
in voting upon this amendment of the Senate, to 
perform a very delicate task. I believe we are 
called upon to decide between our duty and our 
personal antipathies, and personal and political 
resentments. No candid gentleman can shut his 
eyes to the fact, that it is a very delicate matter for 
an honest, conscientious man todecide. For one, 
| hope that we shall reach a conclusion not dis- 
creditable to the magnanimity and justice of the 
House. So far as the amendment of the gentleman 
from Ohio [Mr Roor] is concerned, 1 want to 
know from him by what authority, by what right 
he has designated Mr. Ritchie as the party who 
took this contract—as the man who took it under 
false pretences? He comes into this House with- 
out facts, and—— 

Mr. ROOT. Does the gentleman want an an- 
swer? 

Mr. McLANE. I want to know the gentle- 
man’s authority for thus designating Mr. Ritchie? 

Mr. ROOT. The gentleman from Maryland 
must have misunderstood me, or | did not express 
myself correctly. Idid not say that Mr. Ritchie 
at the beginning took the contract, but that he took 
it off the hands of the original contractors, and that 
he did it with the view of breaking down the con- 
tract system. That I pledge myself to prove. 

dia understand [the gentle- 





Mr.McLANE, I 
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man to say that Mr. Ritchie was the contractor. 
Mr. Ritchie was the surety on the contract bond, 
and when the contractor failed he became the as- 
signee for his own protection; thus he became 
legitimately, honorably, justly the party who came 
to this House. I shall follow this case step b 
step, as | am bound to meet it by my vote. He 
(Mr. Ritchie) became the assignee of the contract- 
ors for his own protection; therefore, he comes 
honorably, justly, fairly, to this House. 

Mr. MARSHALL was understood to inquire 
what was the date of the assignment? 

Mr. McLANE. I do not know, nor is it mate- 
rial. Mr. Ritchie was security; the contractor fail- 
ing, Mr. Ritchie succeeded for ‘this own protection. 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland. When | spoke 
some time ago of the public printer asa scoundrel, 
why did Mr. Ritchie say {i called him a scoundrel, 
then? 

Mr. McLANE. If 1 understood my colleague, 
he-did designate Thomas Ritchie as the public 
printer and the scoundrel. 

Mr. EVANS. No, sir. 

Mr. McLANE. Does my colleague deny that 
he meant Mr. Ritchie? 

. Mr. EVANS. I not only did not say that, 
ut—— 

Mr. McLANE. Do not take my ti me. 

Mr. EVANS. Well, then, my colleague asks 
me a question and will not permit me to answer it. 

Mr. McLANE, The question is very plain. It 
admits of a ready answer. I am disposed to give 
this contractor his quantum meruit 

The CHAIRMAN’S hammer fell. 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, moved to strike 
out all of the third section of the amendment. 

The CHAIR. No other amendment is now in 
order. 

Mr. BAYLY wanted to know whether the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means were to be deprived 
on this occasion of offering their amendments? 

The CHAIR said he could not control the ac- 
tion of the committee. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
of Mr. Roor to the amendment, and it was agreed 





to. : 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, moved to amend 
the first section by striking therefrom the words 
‘and to allow him, moreover, in the shape of 
profit, ten per cent. on the amount of work al- 
ready performed.”’ 

Mr. B. said he was decidedly in favor of seeing 
the contract executed according to ita terms. Gen- 
tlemen may say what they please (continued Mr. 
B.) about meeting this thing in limine. 1, for ore, 
am ready to meet it. A law has been enacted by 
Congress, requiring the public printing to be iet 
out to the lowest bidder. A contract has been en- 
tered into, bonds have been executed; and [ want 
to see the contract fulfilled to the letter. The gen- 
teman from Virginia is mistaken, sir, when he 
says that Blair & Rives, in days gone by, have 
been relieved from the consequences of a hard con- 
tract. Relief was granted to Thomas Allien, and 
to Gales & Seaton; but there was ndt a Democrat 
here who did not denounce it as improper when it 
was done. : 

But, as I have said in relation to Thomas Allen 
and to Gales & Seaton, that the allowance was 
improper, so | say in reference to a Democratic 
printer. I wish to deal with all men alike, and to 
deal with all fairly. Mr. Ritchie has entered into 
a contract for the performance of certain work. I 
want to see that contract fulfilled. If you are go- 
ing to relieve him from his contract, you must re- 
lieve all other contractors. I want to know if you 
are prepared to say that you will relieve everybody 
who having contracted with the Government and 
found themselves losers, comg and claim to be re- 
lieved from the consequences of their own want of 
judgment? Sir, | ask you in the name of reason 
where is this thing to stop? Are we to tell every 
man who enters into contract with the Govern- 
ment, that he shall not lose anything, but that he 
shall be assured of making ten per cent. profit? 
That I understand to be a naked proposition; 
that is the proposition when stripped of all extra- 
neous matter. We say to all contractors, you 
shall lose nothing; we will make up al! your losses, 
and over and above that we will pay you t°n per 
cent. profit on your work. If Mr. Ritchie is to 
be relieved, | want to krow if every other con- 
tractor with the Government is not equally enti- 
tled to be relieved. But to carry out such a prin- 
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ciple as that must make those contractors « ho 
derive a profit from their contracts divide those 
profits with the Government. If we enter ann 
such a system, we do it with our eyes open; we 
execute a sort of bond to all thewworld, ** and the 
rest of mankind,’”’ that, if the contractors find 
it a losing business, they shall be remunerated. 
When this thing was done in the case ef Thomas 
| Allen, 1 denouneed it. When it was done in the 
case of Gales & Seaton, | denounced it; and if it 
| should be done in the case of Mr. Ritchie, | shall 
denounce it again. I entertain no unkind feelings 
towards Mr. Ritchie. Il.wish to see him prosper, 
but I am not here to relieve a contractor who en- 
| ters into a contract with a design io break down 
the contract system, by violating his ev ntract. He 
knew perfectly well that he could not fulfill it; he 
| knew that he must be a loser. 
| Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, said he 
| had risen for the purpose of saying a word or two 
| in regard to the public printing. There was one 
thing, he said, very evident, and that was, that how- 
ever the contract for the public printing had been 
executed, or whatever faults had occurred in ma- 
king it, it had hecome a source of continual annoy- 
ance and difficulty. 

He would remind gentlemen on both sides of 
the House, that at the end of ghe session, of, he 
believed, 1844, or perhaps 1842, Mevars. Gales & 
Seaton were supposed to be losers by printung for 
Congress, and Congress relieved them from the 
terms of their obligation, granting them about 
$40,000. Upon what «principle was it done? Kt 
was done upon the principle of doing justice to the 
employees of the Government. And at a subse- 
quent session of Congress, Blair & Rives were 
| relieved in the same way. Gales & Seaton were 
first relieved and subsequently others upon the 
same principle. Why? Because this Government 
asks no man who performs a-service for the Gov- 
ernment to be a loser. 

The contractor for the public printing is, of all 
contractors in the world, the most in the dark as 
to the quantity of work he has to perform. At 
the commencement Of this session, the printer was 
waiting for forty-nine days with all his material 
and his men unemployed. 

Mr. ORR. The gentleman must be mistaken. 
It was not forty-nine days before the President's 
message was ready for the printer. 

Mr. THOMPSON. But the gentleman knows 
as well as | do that nothing could be done in ail 
that time. Now all | desire to say is this, let us 
do as we wish to be done by; that is all | ask. 
Sir, it does nat belong to a christian age to do oth- 
erwise. No mancan doubt that Mr. Ritchie stands 
between the upper and the nether millstone 

Mr. T. inquired whether it would be in order 
| now to offer a substitute. . 

The CHAIR responded in the negative. 

The question being on the amendment of Mr. 
Brown to the first section— 

Mr. ROOT called for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. Goopsnow, 
and Hargis of Alabama, were appointed. 

The question was taken, and the tellers report- 
ed—ayes 81. 

The noes were not counted; the vote being given 
up by the negatives. 

So the amendment to the amendment was agreed 


to. 

Mr. McCLERNAND moved to amend the amend- 
ment of the Senate, by striking out ** 10” and in- 
serting “*9,” so that it would read, “9 per cent.” 

The CHAIRMAN stated that the amendment 
was out of order. 

Mr. icCLERNAND. I move to amend the 
amendment by inserting a provision to thia effect, 
that the public printer be allowed 12 per cent. profit 
upon the work done or which may be done under 
this contract. 

Mr. HOUSTON made the point that the amend- 
ment of Mr. McCieananp was not in order, as it 
proposed to amend words that had been stricken 


out. 

The CHAIRMAN ruled the amendment to the 
amendment out of order. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. I move to amend the 
amendment of the Senate, then, by adding the fol- 
lowing words: 


“ And to allow him 12 per cent. on the amount of work 
already performed by him.” 


Mr. ORR submitted that the amendment was 
out of order. 
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The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks the | 
amendment in order. 

Mr. TAYLOR. It is utterly impossible for us | 
in this part of the House to understand anything | 
that is done. « 

Cries from the other side: “* Order! order'’’ 

Mr. TAYLOR. Order over there! 


The OHAIRMAN,. The Chair again appeals | 


to the sense of the cominittee to preserve order. 


The question was on the adoption of the | 


amendment to the amendment. 

Mr. MeCLERNAND. Among other objec- 
tions to the clause under consideration, that the ten 
per cent. it offers to the public printer is a large | 
profit on that amount of work 

Mr. HOUSTON interposed with the poigt of or- | 
der, that the amendment was not in order, and 
| 
| 
| 





proceeded to state his reasons. 

The CHAIRMAN, The Chair has already 
decided the amendment in order, and the commit- 
tee bas acquiesced in that decision. 
order, therefore, comes too late. 

Mr. McCLERNAND said the committtee had 


The point of | 


Van Benthuysen by adding ten per cent to the 
cost of the publi« printing formerly done by them, 


of Mr. Ritchieg whose contract for the public 
printing is much more oppreasive than that of his 
predecessors. It had been urged that Mr. R. had 
violated his contract. How so? It was repre- 
sented that he had executed more printing with 
* greater promptitude than had ever been executed 
under any previous contract, and he had heard no 
one gainsey this. It was Congress, not Mr. R., 
who had violated the contract. The printing in 
relation to the census had been withheld from him 
under a resolution of Congress to that effect, | 
whieh would have amounted probably to several 
hundred thousand dollars. This printing was | 
one of the inducements to the making of the ex- 
iating contract; and would have afforded a profit 
which would have indemnified the contractors. | 
The withholding of it was a violation of the con- 
tract entitling the contractors to indemnity. This | 
view was confirmed by what had transpired, pro- 
bably, in 1841-'2. Blair & Rives then being pub- | 
lic printers, Mr. Webster, as Secretary of State, | 
had taken the census printing from them and given | 
it to Mr. Allen. The result was, thata controversy | 
arose which was terminated by paying both 
Messrs. Blair & Rives, and Mr. Alien. [The | 
hammer fell. | 

Mr. ORR. Iam opposed to the amendment of | 
the gentleman from IIlimois, and I suppose it will 
hardly. be adopted. | propose to submit a few 
observations, and present some of the facts to the 
House, which the investigating committee on the 
subjec® of the public printing have elicited. I 
have before me a table exhibiting the cost of the 
congressional printing for several years past, 
which shows the rapid increase of expenditure 
in that department: 
From ist December, 1829, to lst Dec. 1830...... $49,552 14 

“ “a “ 1 83u, “ « [e831 . 





BM. CO! MBps 36,338 19 || 
“ “ “ 1831, “ en 81,499 99 
“a “ i «© tie... 57,721 59 
“ ‘« “ 1833, Oe ae ccsacs 125,350 60 
“ “ “ 1834, “ 38S8 6.0.0.5 163,243 95 
“ “ “ 1835, 66 Oy AB. ceed 103,377 84 
“ « “ 1835, . & & I1837),.... 92,804 12 
“ “ “ 1837, eR tine css 168,519 19 
“| «8 “ 1833," é 89D... 146,703 48 | 
“ “ “ 1839, “ . 1840...... *78,694 21 | 
“ «& “ 1840,, “ 1841 ...., 104,059 31 
“ “ “ 1841, Oh. BEB teas 131,197 98 | 
“ ¢e “ 1842, 8 1B4S, 005. 135,567 86 
‘“ “ “ 1843, « @ 1844...... 140,188 46 | 
“« « “« in44, 86 845... 174,445 27 
“ “ “ 1845. “ “ 1845. és. .*200,252 14 


To remedy this growing abuse, Congress re- 
sorted to the contract system, pursuant to a joint 
resolution, 
was let to Wendall & Van Benthuysen for the 
30:h Congress; and.to Trenholm, Belt, and Tow- | 
ers for the 3let Congress. The contract of Tren- | 
holm and Belt was assigned to Thomas Ritchie, 
it is said for his provection, he having given bond 
as surety of these contractors for the faithful exe- 
cation of the work, 

Upon this point, T wish to correct a mistake | 
into which the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. | 
McLane} has fallen, He appealed to the sym- 

oathy of the House to relieve Ritchie of the losses 

e had sustained as surety for the execution of the 
printing of Congress, 
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* Ritchie &. Heiss, printers. 


1 
just voted an amendment toindemnify Wendall & || gaking the printing of the census returns from 
|| Mr. Ritchie, and for that reason that he is en- 
I assert that | 
the printing of the census returns is no part of the | 
printing of the two Houses of Congress, and — 
n | 


| 
and yet they refuse to do the same for the benefit || 


assed August, 1846. The contract | 


| 





| 





|| came to be executed by the public printer. 





| of printing assigned to Trenholm or Belt. 
|| census printing comes under what is termed rule 
| and figure work—rule and figure brevier. 
|| is, in my judgment, no clause in either of the 


|| Ritchie contracted, that will render such an enor- 





the fact appears that | him—and there is no reascn to 
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the contract was originally taken for the benefit of 
Ritchie; and if gentlemen will refer to the me- 
morial which Ritchie had printed, and laid upon 
the tables of members of Congress, in March 23, 
1849, only about twenty days after the contract 
was let, hey will see that Ritchie states that he is 
principally interested in the contract. The gen- 
tleman is entirely mistaken, therefore, in suppo- | 
sing that Ritchie is entitled to present himself here | 
claiming relief, on the ground that he ie the surety, | 


|| and entitled to relief from the failure o! the princi- 
|| pal. 


He acknowledged himself as the principal 

long before the execution of the work was com- 

menced, or a be commenced. The gentle- | 
man’s appeal, therefore, for sympathy over the | 
hard fate of a surety, is dissipated by this state- | 
ment of facts. Well; they have proceeded to exe- 
cute the contract, and now com@to Congress and | 


| ask to be released from it; nay more, sir, they ask | 


to have a large net profit guarantied to them as a | 
gratuity. 

The gentleman from Illinois tells us that Con- 
gress has broken the contract on their side, by 


titled to relief.” That isa mistake. 


not heretofore been considered a part of it. 
1839, when the Democrats were in power, the 
Secretary of State being Democratic, and it was 


expected that in the next Congress the Whigs | 
would be in the majority, and elect their printer, » 


they succeeded in putting a clause into the appro- 
priation bill or census, providing that the Secretary 


of State should give the printing of the census to | 
the printers to Congress, whoever they might be, | 
and in that way, the census printing at that time | 








The printer to Congress did the work—not ex- 
officio, but in conformity with the directions of the 
law before referred to, made expresaly for that oc- 
casion alone. ; 

The question was taken, and the amendment of 
Mr. McCuernanp was rejected. 


Mr. ORR moved the following amendment: 


8 rike out from the Ist section the words * the present 
contracter,”? and insert “ William M. Belt and John H. 
Trenholm.” 

Strike out all after “ performed” in the same section, and 
insert, * that William M. Belt and John H. Trenholm be, and 
they are hereby, released from the further performance of 
their several contracts; and the Secretary of the Senate 
and the Clerk of the House are authorized and required to 
advertise and receive proposals for, and let the said con- 
tracts so released, in pursuance of a‘tesolution approved 3d 


|| August, 1843, entitled “A joint resolution directing the man- 


ner of procuring the printing for the two Houses of Con- 
gress.”’ 

Mr. ORR said he purposed, if his amendment 
should be voted in, when the final vote came to 
vote against the amendment as amended. He 
offered it for the purpose of making some further 


| remarks. 


So much, then, for the census printing. He 
would say further, that he had examined the 
proposals for the contract, and he was unable to 
fix that description of work in either, of the ne 

e 


There 
classes of that species of work for which Mr. 
mous profit as it is contended he would have made 


if that printing had been given him by the Secre- 
tary of the Interior. 


izing the Secretary of the Interior to have the 
printing executed*® So far from that, Congress 
has done him an especial kindness in ordering 


Well, if [am correct in this | 
‘| opinion, it is untrue, then, that Mr, Ritchie has 
'| been damaged by the action of Congress author- 





work, upon which he would have lost money, to 
be executed elsewhere. But there are other rea- 
sons why these contractors should not be relieved. 
There can be no question that at the time these bids 
were made these contractors were fully aware— 
that they had a thorough conviction on their minds 
that the contracts could not be performed without 
loss. The committee had evidence of the declara- 
tions of Messrs. Trenholm & Ritchie, made only 
a day or two after the contracts were declared. In 
conversation with a gentleman, Mr. R. stated to 
uestion the trath 


of the statement—that they had taken the con- 


i! tracts “too low,” but that they would go on and 





pt. 27, 
| —. 
| execute them, and rely upon Co 
them. Mr. Trenholm a asked why he had 
taken the contract at so low a rate; and his rep| 
| was, that they expected a Democratic majorit PY 
| the present Congress, and they relied upon Q ” 

gress to relieve them from the contract sbolen 
the system, and that Mr. Ritchie would the 
| elected public printer at former rates, ™ 

Now, with all these facts staring us in the 
with what grace can they come to this House » 
ask to be relieved? But their demands do = 
stop here; they ask us to relieve them from the 
bargain we have made with them, to pay Am 
whatever loss may have been incurred, and tha 
they may be paid beyond all this, ten per io. 

rofit on all the work executed! They haye no, 
en unfortunate. They were judges of that ae 
of work. .They knew all the mysteries of the art 
of printing. They cannot pretend to have been 
deceived. They knew the former contractors had 
_ lost money, and that their bids (Belt & Trenholm's) 
were lower than their predecessors Do you pto- 
pose to lay down the principle, that public con. | 
tractors in the employ of the Government, who 
| from want of judgment, folly, selfishness, or other 
cause, may have involved themselves in difficy|. 
ties and are threatened with loss by carrying out 
faithfully the stipulations of their contracts, are io 
be relieved by Congress? If so, you will soon 
| destroy all fidelity in your contractors and bank. 
| rupt arp Treasury. ides, in this case it is 4 
mistake to suppose that Mr. Ritchie’s losses are 
as heavy as reported. For the printing of 10,009 
copies of the opinions of the Judges of the Supreme 
Court in a certain case, making a volume of only 
one hundred and eighty-one pages, they have re. 
ceived $12,500, under a most extraordinary, and, 
as I believe, illegal construction of the contract; 
| when the work did not cost them over $1,200, or 
| $1,500 at the furthest; and the proper construction 
of the contract would not have given them more 
than $1,000. In addition to that, they realize 
some five or six thousand dollars clear profit for 
binding congressional documents. At the opening 
of the present session a resolution passed, ordering 
all heavy documents to be bound. The Joint Com- 
mittee on Printing gave the contract for binding to 
Trenholm, Mr. Ritchie's foreman, and doubtless 
for Mr. Ritchie’s benefit, allowing him twelve and 
a half cents per volume for the binding. This 
contract has been relet by him ata profit of ten 
per cent., which is $1,250 for every 100,000 docu- 
ments. The number ordered will probably reach 
500,000; this gives a net profit to Mr. Ritchie, or 
more technically speaking, to Mr. Trenholm, of 
$6,000, when little or no trouble or responsibility 
1s incurred. ; 

Mr. BAYLY. My friend who sits beside me 
advises me to restrain myself; [ shall do so as much 
asican. I must be permitted, however, to con- 
gratulate the committee upon the hearty sympathy 
which the gentleman from South Carolina, (Mr. 
Orr] and the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Root] 
exhibit an this occasion in their attacks upon th 
public printer. Now,‘sir, 1 do not rise to arraign 
either of those gentlemen upon that point, but | do 
rise to vindicate the truth about this matter. The 
gentleman from South Carolina says that an al- 
tempt had been made to to keep the report off. 
We were willing that the report of the invest- 
gating committee should come before this House, 
and be ordered to be printed; but at this late period 
of the session, when the appropriation bills are 
still undisposed of, we were not willing to give 
up three hours to its reading. And this ~ 
a great concession, considering the character ° 
the proceedings of that committee. I happen © 
know something about the character of that _, 
tigating committee, and I undertake to say this 
it: lam pot much of a lawyer, but I am familiar 
| with the ings of courts of justice; a” 
| undertake to say, that it has in all of its precnent 

no example in the proceedings of any tribunal ex 
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face, 





i those of the Star Chamber. bi 
hey have refused what every lawyer mere 
was the right of the party—they have refused . 
privilege of cross examining the witnesses. ’ 


sir, in a matter of private right, in & _ 
of contract where large pecuniary interests We" 
involved and private r was concern 
they have undertaken to examine testimony ® 
fecting it, and have refused the privilege of crost 
examination. : 

Gentlemen may try to laugh down this matter, 












| 


‘see coow=mscs @& a 


~~ so ea oe ao = 


aitient a et 




















it is a serious one, and the country will under- 
gand it, for they will see the report of this com- 
mittee when it comes out, as it must do. And, sir, 
j intend to be heard in regard to it, and | mean to 
expose this outrageous proceeding, and prevent its 
becoming & precedent. [ say here, that when that 
report comes out, it will be found that the proceed- 
ings of that committee have been the most extraor- 
{inary that ever was seen in any country where 
any regard is paid to truth or justice. In an inves- 
jigation affecting @ man’s character and property, 
the party concerned has been refused the privilege 
of being present in person, or by counsel, to con- 
font and cross-examine the witnesses. The right 
of cross-examination in all tribunals where truth 
and justice is aimed at, is considered as so essential 
for the evisceration of trath, that no such tribunal 
will permit any testimony to be read against a man 
where ithas been denied; and no credit ought to 
be given by any one to testimony taken under such 
circumstances. It is true, after Mr. Ritchie, under 
such my advice, protested against such injustice, 
months after the testimony was reduced to writing 
and after several important witnesses had gone to 
parts unknown, the committee were guilty of the 
mockery of offering to him that he might read their 
testimony and recall the witnesses. But every 
lawyer knows that the value of the privilege to 
cross-examine consists in its being exercised at the 
time the witness testifies. Who would car@to cross- 
examine a witness months after the testimony was 
reduced to writing, and the witness irretrievably 
committed? What would be thought of commis- 
sioners to take depositions who should shut them- 
selves up in a private room, refuse to the party 
concerned the right to be present, either in per- 
gon or by attorney, and reduce the testimony to 
writing? But would it mend the matter if months 
afterwards they were to open the doors and say to 
the party, you may now read the testimony, and, 
if you choose, recall the witnesses? Sir, Mr. 
Ritchie had the right to be present at the time, not 
only to cross-examine the witnesses, but to see 
that their testimony was correctly recorded. ** Non 
constat’? that testumony important to Mr. Ritchie 
has been reduced to writing. Without charging 
impropriety to the committee, it may very well 
be that testimony which he might have regarded 
asimportant, they might have ‘considered im- 
material, and did not include it in the affidavits. 
He informs me such is the case. This might 
occur with an impartial committee. But I have no 
faith in the impartiality of this committee. (Here 
the hammer fell.) 1 will not trust a committee 
which violates all rules of justice in its proceedings. 

Mr. MEADE moved to amend the part pro- 
posed to be stricken out by inserting after the 
word * loss,”’ the words ** and he shall receive as 
profit, upon the full execution of his contract, 
nine per cent.”? 

Mr. STANTON moved that the committee rise. 

The question was put, and it was decided in the 
negative. 

A point of order was raiged on the amendment 
of Mr, Meape. 

The CHAIR said it was an amendment to the 
matter proposed to be stricken out, and was there- 
fore in order. 

Mr. MEADE said he had been anxious, while 
this question was before the committee of investi- 
gation, to be able to ascertain the truth in relation 
to the various rumors in circulation in reference to 
tt. He had no motive in standing here but to do 
sheer justice. God knew he was under no obli- 
oe to Mr. Ritchie, the editor of the Union. 

heir courses had been in opposition to each 
other on the most important questions which had 
been pending during the session. But he had paid 
some attention to the legislation of Congress in 
relation to its contracts, and*he found that the 

ouse had been in the habit not only of relieving 
hard contracts, but of relieving contracts whieh 
Were not very hard, with the view of giving fair 
remuneration. They had alsa given, upon the 
Principle of properly remunerating for work done 
Voluntarily without a contract. He referred, as 
a0 instance of the latier class, to the appropriations 
forthe** Congressional Globe,” the first in the form 
of subscription, and the second the payment of 
per column, and asked how gentlemen could 
draw the distinction by which they afforded relief 
'0 that case and refused it to Mr. Ritchie, who 
Was suffering under a very hard contract? = 
he investigating committee, he said, had been 
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in session four weeks, and he had frequently ap- | 
plied to its members to hurry on their report, and 
bring it forward before the subject came up for 
action. The committee had delayed their report, | 
and it could not be denied that this House was | 
now called upon to act without having the facts 
before them. With a view of supplying the de- | 
ficiency of information under which he, as well | 
as the House, had labored, he had by private con- 
versations endeavored to ascertain the truth, and 
he had learned from gentlemen in whom he had 
undoubted confidence—men not in favor of the | 
course Mr. Ritchie had pursued—that at the | 
time Mr. Ritchie took this contract himself he | 
expected that fair profits would be made out of it, 
and it was not unul afterwards that he had dis- | 
covered that hg had acted without due consid- | 
eration and in ignorance of the losses he would | 
incur. Under this belief, he (Mr. M.) was will- 
ing to do for Mr. Ritchie what they had done this 
session far the printer of the proceedings and de- 
bates of Congress. He had voted to relieve Mr. | 
Rives, or rather to remunerate him for work vol- | 
untarily done, and he was for putting this contract | 
on the same footing. He could draw no distinc- 
tion, unless this venerable old man should be con- 
victed of acting fraudulently in taking the con- 
tract. 
(Mr: M.) had yet to see the first particle of evi- | 
dence to show that Mr. Ritchie had acted other- | 
wise than honorably and fairly; and he could not 
consent to make him [Mr. R.] a sacrifice to any | 
embittered political or personal animosity. He | 
(Mr. M.) meant to vote his release. Through his 
whole life, he [Mr. R.] had maintained a charac- | 
ter for fairness, respectability, and honor, not | 
surpassed by that of any man in this House. 

(The hammer fell.} 

Mr. MARSHALL said: Unlike some of the | 
eee on the Democratic side of the Chamber, 

speak to the amendments relating to the matter | 


of the public printing without the 2 rae excite- || 


ment. I have given the subject a calm and delib- 
erate consideration, and have reviewed all the testi- | 
mony taken before the special committee appointed 
to investigate the condition of the public printing, | 
in the spirit of an impartial and disinterested man. | 
I would not injure Mr. Ritchie if Ll could. I do 
not wish to enforce a hard or ruinous contract, nor | 


am I animated by a desire to visit loss upon “ this | 


venerable old man.”’ I wish to legislate in regard 
to it without any personal or party bias, and under 
a sense only of public duty. I want justice to be | 
done—justice to the contractors and to the people of | 





this country; and under this feeling I am bound to || 


express my opposition to the Senate’s plan, with | 
all the emphasis of which | am capable. I do not | 
intend to stand by silently and see the public 
treasure squandered upon any one, or any set of 
men under a shallow pretence, or under any ap- | 
peal to our sympathies for private distress. | mean | 
that the attention of the country shall be riveted | 
upon this transaction, and that, notwithstanding | 
this House would not hear the report of the com- | 
mittee of investigation, so far as time will permit, 
the facts shall be presented to enable every mem- 
ber on this floor to vote with an understanding of 
the results proved by the investigation. 
The gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Barty] | 
would make an issue with the committee. He | 
compares the investigation to the proceedings of | 
the Star Chamber. [| pass that by with this sin- 





This had been charged upon him, but he |! 
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ous departments of business in the Union office— 
in the employment of Mr. Ritchie himself; and | 
should have been pleased to assist in ferreting out 
the ways and sources by which he is oppressed 
by these contracts ; but notwithstanding these wit- 
nesses were, by their position and acquaintance 
with the business, best qualified to show in what 
and how the losses have been incurred, and not- 


|| withstanding it must have been suggested to the 


mind that the country would require to know ex- 
actly in what the loss had been sustained, | repeat 
that the examination has been confined, on his 
part, to general declarations that the terms of the 
contracts were too low, and would result in loss to 
the contractors, without, in any instance, showing 
how,.where, and to what amount the loss was in- 


curred. 


We have taken testimony as to the ele- 


ments of cost; we have examined the force of the 
office employed on the congressional printing; we 
know how many presses are run by the engine, 
the cost of fuel, the wages of the engineer, the 


wages of the pressmen and the boys, the cost of 


paper and ink, the price of composition, of fold- 


ing, stitching, sewing, gathering, collating, bind- 


ing—in fine, of everything, even to the percent- 
age on prime cost which makes up ** wear and 


tear’’ of the material of the office—and we are un- 


able, by a comparison of these with the contract 


prices, to perceive the means, under prudent man- 


agement, by which these contractors are to be 
overtaken by the ruin so much deprecated by gen- 


tlemen in Congress and outof doors. 1 have gone 
through several complex and laborious calculations 


| myself, upon the works printed and to be printed 


| 
j 


| ticular attention. 


under these contracts, and I will mention one—the 
Patent Office report—to which [ have paid par- 
It is the work of which Con- 


| gress has ordered the largest publication—exty- 


seven thousand of the first part, and one hundred 
and thirty-seven thousand five hundred of the 
second part. I state, and Tam willing to stake 
my reputation as an arithmetician upon the fact, 
that the contractors will make a profit, under the 
contract, of $8,000 on this work alone. To give 
the House and the country some idea of the change 
to be effected by changing the law under this 
clamor about ram, I will further state, that after 
the Committee on Printing offered a resolution the 
other day to give the contractors the prices of 1819, 
minus forty-five per cent., | made a calculation of 
the effect to be produced by that change in the pay 
for the Patent Office report. Under the proposed 
arrangement, the contractors will make a net profit 
of over two hundred per cent. upon their investment, 
Instead of $8,000, the clear profit will be $68,120 49. 
To make this matter somewhat more specific, [ 
will state the calculation in a note to my remarks. 
Here is the matter referred to: 
Mechanical part of Patent Office Report —P€rt 1. 





lle Actual cost. Oost per Contract. 

Com position.........$522 04 Composition........ gi8s 75 

PROP Ea cracacueashos 9,255 25 Papers 

Fress-work......... 689 30 Press- work, 

Stitching & collating 18942 Folding, .. 12,735 69 

Polding............. 397 05 «=Gathering, | ( 

Gathering... ....6... 13235 Proof-reading, 

Proof-reading....... 50 08 Inserting plaies..... 109 78 

Inserting plates. .... 109 78 — — 
a $13,044 2 

$11,345 27 


If paid for at the prices authorized by the res- 


|! olution of 1819, the same work would cost—for 


composition, $967 75; paper, press-work, &c., 


| $61,758 80—making a total of $62,726 55. 


gle comment: For two weeks past the committee || 


have been engaged in hearing witnesses introduced 
by Mr. Ritchie; and they have delayed their re- 
port until all the witnesses were examined he had 
to produce. 
His friend and attorney*has appeared every day 


before the committee for some two weeks. The | 
entire body of testimony hes been inspected, ex- | 


amined, and commented upon by him. His wit- 
nesses have been brought to an examination under 
oath, and he has had the questions propounded 


that he suggested. What more could the commit- || 


tee have done? 
startled to ascertain that, after all the sympathetic 
tears shed here and elsewhere over the ruin with 
which this gentleman is said to be overwhelmed 
by these contracts, not one word of testimony has 
been introduced-—not a particle of evidence has been 





| 
| 


But, sir, the country will be || 


l| 
He has had the benefit of counsel. | P 
} 


Agricultural part of Patent Report—Part If. 
This is made on the estimate that it will be of the same 











size as part No. Ll. 
Actual cost. Cost per Oontract. 
| Composition...... gi98 75 
APOl oc cceres Paper 
Press- work Saat, 
Stitching, &c., Stitching, &c. 24.298 5 
Polding...........- Folding, P p «4,708 SO 
Gathering. ......... Gathering, 
Proot-reading Proof. reading, } 
inserting plates.... 20055 Inserting plates..... 20055 
” 21,415 15 $25,197 80 
The binding comes to... 2... 60.666 cece ee enenes $16,487 50 
| The cost Of same iB... 6.66 cece cece cee eww eneee 14,038 75 
Profit Of COMUACIOF...... -c0eecceeeceeeeneneees 1,648 75 
Deduct for stitching. ....... 6.6.00 cesces seneceee 150 00 
DO iinn’d 6 se ena We dete Hilde b. 008i cesess 1,498 75 
| to the 197 80, and we have $26,696 55; from which de- 


duct actual cost, $21,415 15, and the net profit results, on 


exhibited—to prove a specific loss. We have called || part No. 2, Of......--....ccesecesees cree ceenns $5,281 40 
the attention of witnesses and parties to the desire || 4¢¢ profit on part NNOe Vise oss cs cdidccs sevsas cece 2,644 * 
to know the sources of loss, and the specific losses || And we have ....,..-..0++-ee+++« snes iieietnine 925 97 


suffered. We have examined the chiefs of vari- 


as the profit of the contractors on the whole work. 
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make it a matter of ap viene Ihe perl moment. If he pre- 
° this to a release and an indemnity from loss, 

js impossible that the contract can ruin him. 
He will at least be left to his choice, and I have no 
joadt but that it will be made with a sound discre- 
There is no shadow of a claim for profits 
one who seeks to be released from a losing bar- 
», Equity and fair dealing justify such a re- 
as Equity and justice, tempered with generos- 
iy, sppreve of indemnity from loss; but it is a 
aim on our discretion as representatives of the 
je, and that discretion must also be soundly 
not aprisioasly exereised. Had the contract 
zen profitable we would not have asked an abate- 
nent of the price, ora relinquishment of the prof 
iis. It being unprofitable, | will not require the 
execution of. its conditions, or that he should in- 
wra ruinous loss. These are my views, sir; and 
this the line of action which [ am witing to take. 
jihink it ought to be satisfactory, because it is 
just. I think it ought to be gladly acquiesced in 
yy the contractor, because it is generous and 
jiperal as well as just. The Government should 
sways perform its contracts, whether profitable or 
pot, because it is powerful and rich. It ought to 
jel generously with its bondsmen, because it is 
werful and rich and can afford to be generous. 

The amendment of Mr. Marswaryt was re- 
ected. 

Yess. CARTTER, McCLERNANB, and 
McLANE of Maryland, severally desired to offer 
amendments, which the Chair ruled out of order 
nding the amendment already offered. 

Mr. McCLERN AND moved the following asa 
substitute: 

«And be it further enacted, That the accounts of the pub- 
lic printers, forall printing executed, prdered, or to be ordered 
by Cs gress, or by either House thereof, under the existing 
coutract for the public printing, be audited and settled by 


ihe Secretary of the Treasury upon the terms of the several 
resolutions adopted by the two Houses in 13846.”? 


The CHAIR ruled it to be out of order. The 
amendment of the gentleman from South Carolina 
(Mr. One] now pending, was in the nature ofa 
substitutes 

The question was then taken on the substitute 
of Mr. Onn, and it was rejected. 

Mr. McCCLERNAND moved an amendment 
providing that the contractors shall be paid 3345 per 
cent. advance on the work already performed, and 
10 per cent. profit on the work yet to be per- 
formed. 

Mr. McCLERNAND maintained that Congress 
had violated the contract for the public printing, 
and that Mr. Ritchie had not violated it. There 
had been no proof adduced to show that he had 
violated it. Up to this time he had done more 
public printing than any former Congress had ever 
bad done. 

Ithad been asserted by the gentleman from South 
Carolina that the census printing was not legiti- 
mately within the contract entered into by Mr. 
Richie with Congress. ~Sir, (said Mr. McC.,) in 
1342, when Blair & Rives: were public printers, 
Mr. Webster, who was Secretary of Stat®, 
the printing of the census to Thomas Allen. Blair 
& Rives claimed it as the public printers, and a 
controversy arose, the result of which was, that 
both Allen and the public printers were paid for the 
work, and a gentleman from Kentucky, formerly 
a member of this House, insisted upon this floor 
that the giving of the printing of the census to 
Mi. Allen was a violation of the contract with 
Blair & Rives, and that they ought to be paid for 
i; and they. were paid. ‘The member referred to 
was Garret Davis, of Kentucky, a gallant and pub- 
lie spirited gentleman. 

t this is not the only case where compensa- 
tion has been made by Congress to the public 
printer irrespective of his contract. In 1841-'42, 
probably, it was ascertained that Gales & Seaton 
iad been losers in the fulfiliment of their conwract, 
snd Congress voted them forty thousand dollars. 
And, sir, during the present session too, Mr. Rives, 
after having entered into a contract to furnish a 
certain number of copies of the debates and pro- 
PE oy of this House, came forward and said that 
he had lost money in doing this work, and asked 
Congress to indemnify him, and Congress did in- 
demnify him; and tHey only did what justice and 
sound policy ‘required. Here, then, we have the 
orm practice of Congress in favor of indemni- 
can ue who have lost money by 

tracts et it is, proposed to except Mr 
Ritchie from: that usage, and. to do what. must 


nod 
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make him the victim of a cruel persecution. ry Mr. McLANE. I desire to perfect the sections 
hope that Congress will not be guilty of such con- || before the vote to strike out is taken. 
duct. | Mr. JONES asked the gentleman from Ohio 
Mr. MARSHALL. I have attacked no man. || (Mr. Carrrer} to yield him the floor fora mo- 
I have merely stated a part of the testimony eg | ment. 
by the committee of which | am a member. 4 A conversation occurred’ between Messrs. 
waa charged by this House with the duty of col- CARTTER, JONES, and the Chairman, relative 
lecting it, and f is my public duty to state it, since |, to the state of the question. 
time will not permit its publication. 1 entertain i Mr. JONES addressed the Chair. 
no hostility to Mr. Ritchie, and certainly no pre- || Mr. PUTNAM. Is it in order to offer a sub- 
judice against him influences my action here. I | stitute for the sections under consideration ? 
wish to keep out of all difficulty, and it isinpleas- ||. The CHAIRMAN aaid it was rot now in order. 
ant to me to be compelled to allude to the conduct | Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, proposed to 
of any person in terms of disapprobation; but | | amend the sections which the gentleman from Ohio 
should be recreant to the trust with which I have | had moved to strike out, by adding thereto the 
been clothed by my constituents, possessing the | words ‘*‘and to audit his accounts in conformity 
information disclosed before the committee of in- | with the provisions of the resolution, approved 3d 
vestigation which no opportunity has been afforded | August, 1846, entitled “A joint resolution directin g 
as yet to print, were | not to speak freely to these | the manner. of procuring the printing of the two 
questions. I mean to perform that duty regard- | Houses of Congress.’ ” 
less of consequences. || Mr. CARTTER raised the question of order 
So far from any attack being made or any hos- || against the amendment, that it was the same 
tility animating me, | am free to say that, accept- || amendment moved by the gentleman from Illinois 
ing the assurances of Mr. Ritchie that he appre- || and rejected. 
hends loss from the faithful éxecution of these || The CHAIRMAN stated that it was not the 
contracts, 1 am willing at once to release him from || same amendment. 
the further execution of the contracts, and from | Mr. McLANE. The committee would under- 
all damages for the delay and delinquencies that || stand, he said, that in this third section the Senate 
have occurred. But the proposition to assure him | had fixéd the compensation for the public printer 
against loss is another a Wiferent matter; and || for the next session, and hed provided further 
the proposition to assure a profit of ten per cent. || that the accounts of the public printer for this 
upon the investment of his capital is a greater || session should be audited and settled upon the 
draft upon our liberality. The public coffers are || principle of paying for actual loss, and ten per 
in our keeping, and the people of the United States | cent. profit on actual cost of the work. The ob- 
look to us to manage them properly. Ido not || ject of the amendment which he had moved was 
know what the practice may have been heretofore, || to provide that his accounts should be settled 
but, sir, I am not willing that Congress shall be || upon the same terms as those provided by the 
made a mere instrument in the hands of politicians || Senate for the printers for the next session of 
and printers, be they Whigs or Democrats, to || Congress. 
carry forward and to sustain the partisan press of || He did not expect that it would prevail, be- 
the country. cause he perceived that the temper of the House 


I make no difference as to parties. | 
I will never consentto it for any man or set of men || was averse to it. The gentieman from North 
Carolina had said that he would not give the ten 


ofany party. I have it on indubitable testimony, 
that the determination was understood before Con- || per cent. profit on the work performed; but that be 
was willing to pay the actual losses sustained. 


ress assembled, that the contract system should | 

e broken down, and that when it was abandoned.|| He apprehended the gentleman would find him- 
Congress should ‘be induced to réestablish the stand- || self in a minorty even upon that ground to-night, 
ard of 1819, minus twenty to thirty-three per || He had himself no expectation that even the ac- 
cent as the rule by which to pay for the public || tual losses would be covered, no matter what pro- 
printing; that the Union and National Intelligencer || fessions were made in debate. 

were then to have the printing of Congress, either || But he rose principally to notice the remarks of 
as joint printers or as employees of the House and || the gentleman from Kentucky, who had stated 
Senate respectively; and finally, that the Republic || that he believed that these parties whom they were 
was not ‘expected to interfere’’ in this arrange- || about to reheve, took the contract for the purpose 
ment. I have testimony that this rule applied || of breaking up the system. 

to the printing of the executive departments will || Mr. MARSHALL. I believe that such is the 
bankrupt the Treasury, and that applied to the || case. 

printing of Congress.it will yield to the printers Mr. McLANE. Well, now, sir, there is in- 
near three hundred thousand. dollars for their la- || ternal prima facie evidence that such is®ot the 
bor. Sir, Ican’t stand it: | do not care whether || case; because the contract has been continued 
Gales & Seaton and Mr. Ritchie, or Mr. Anybody- || and the work has beendone. | need not turn to 
else, are to be the recipients of the profits to fow | gentlemenon my right, (colleagues of the gentle- 
from this arrangement. | denounce it as mer | man from Kentacky on the Printing Committee, ) 
and as a violation of our duty to the people. || or on my left, and ask them whether they: believe 
invite attention to the amendment passed by on || there was any such intention; because we have the 
Senate. That is the plan exactly which was || fact before us that the system has not been broken 
formed before we came here. 1 do not believethe || up, the contract has not been broken, but, on the 
Senate perceived the wrong it will work out, || contrary, the work has been performed, though at 
though there can be no excuse for this House, | a loss to the contractors. It is an absurdity to 
should we agree to its ratification. I might say || say that it was taken with a view to break up the 
much more of arrangements, but [ desist. I in- ) contract system; still he was happy to know that 
vite the Whigs and Democrats equally to repudiate || these gentlemen of the Printing Committee differed 
this arrangement. with the gentiemen from Kemucky. Now, an- 





Mr. FOWLER. I want to know if there is | other word about the contract itself. Suppose you 
proof of loss under these contracts. do not redeem it, why the contractor will be obliged 
hee MARSHALL. | answer, thereis no proof || to stop your work. He says he will do so or be 


of any specific loss, only general declarations that | obliged to incur farther losses. 
the rates are ruinously low. [Here the hammer i Up to this time Mr. Ritchie has performed his 
fell.] ‘| duty faithfally, and now at this hour an act of bare 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, and Mr. || justice is refused him. You say you wil! pay his 
JONES rose simultaneously and inquired what | actual loss. Sir, 1 throw aside the notion that 
was the amendment now pending ? the pound of flesh is not exacted when you 
The CHAIRMAN replied, the amendment | merely pay the actaal loss. 
offered by the gentleman from IIinois, (Mr. Mc- || would not be equitable unless these actual losses 
CLERNAND. | || were ascertained upon large and liberal principles 
The amendment was read. |} of equity. 
Mr. McCLERNAND offered to withdraw the || I move this amendment, because I desire that 
amendment. | the rate which the Senute preseribes for the next 
Objection waa made. > | session shall be the rule for this 
The question was taken, and the amendment | Mr. ORR said, the gentleman from Illinois says 
was rejected. it is not pretended that the present contractors have 
Mr. CARTTER., With a view of bringing;| not executed their contract strictly according to 
this discussion toa close, I p to strike out || its terms. Well, sir, | take issue with him upon 
the three sections relating to these printers. that point; and 1 charge that the contractors have 
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not executed the contract according to its stipu- | The question recurring on Mr. MoLane’s 


lations. 
W hen the contracts were advertised previous to | 
being let, samples of paper were exhibited by the 


|, amendment to,the amendment, it was put, and | thesecond section of the Senate’s amen se With* 


| carried in tne negative. 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky, moved the 





Sept. 27, 


————. 
The question was then put on coneu ~s 


| carried in the negative. =e 
| The third section of the amendment of the Sen. 


Secretary of the Senate, according to which ail the || following as a substitute for the three sections of || ate was next considered, viz: 


printing was to be executed. Upon comparing | 
these samples with the large bulk of the paper used, | 
it will be found that nine tenths of the whole amount 
haa been of an inferior quality. The process is sim- 
ple. 
about twenty-six hundred copies of each, including | 





those which are laid upon the desks of members, |) 


are printed upon paper of that quality which the 
contract requires, but all those documents which | 


aré to be sent abroad throughout the country, des- | currence and approbation of the parties interested: And 


ignated as the extra numbers, are printed upon || 
paper of an inferior quality. And I undertake to | 


say that if the contractors go on and use this 


same description of paper to print the extra num- || 
bers upon, they will aave in the neighborhood of || 


The regular number of documents, which is | 


| the Senate’s amendment: 

| And be it further enarted, That, from henceforth, the con- 
| gressional printing shall te executed by such persons as 
| each House of Congress may vlect, at prices thirty-five od 
| centum below the prices established by the joint resolution 
of 1819. And that the printing of the Executive depart- 
ments shall be executed at the same rates by such persons 
as said d 
printing of the present Congress shall be contracted for by the 
Secretary of the Senate and the Clerk of the House of Rep- 
resentatives: Provided, That existing contracts shall not 
be affected or modified by this enactment without the con- 


' 


provided, further, That the provisions of this clause shail 
only extend to and be in force during the present Congress.”” 


Mr. WENIrWORTH wished to amend the 
substitute. 
The CHAIR ruled, that in this case it could not 


$20,000, which they would be obliged to expend if || be amended, although in ordinary cases it could be. 


they used paper equal to the sample, and in con- || 


formity with theircontract. 

It is waid in reply to this, that it has been the cus- 
tom heretofore to print the extra number of docu- 
ments on inferior paper. But | think there is a 


He had been doing the work ander a specific con- 
tract of his own making. 
proposals, and undertook to do the work according | 
to particular samplea which were exhibited. 
knew precisely what description and quality of 
work he had to do. The bond which he signed 
requires that the paper shall be of a particular 
quality, and of a specific weight, viz: thirty-eight 


pounds per ream, whilst that used weighs only || 
thirty-two pounds per ream. The former costs in |} 
market $4 75, the latter $3 30; making a saving || 


of $1 45 per ream, and in violation of his contract. 
{ therefore take issue with the gentleman from | 
I!linois upon the point he makes, that the public 
printer has not violated his contract. And I take 
issne with him upon another point. 
contractor has not pressed the public work on as 
fast as he ought to have done, If will not charge 
him with having delayed the public work design- 
ediy, but it is an incontrovertible fact, that the 
work is fae behindhand. And I undertake to say 
that if he had employed more hands, and run his 
preasea night and day, as other public printers | 
have been accustomed to do, the work would have | 
been nearer vp than it is at present. 
| 





Mr. STRONG. With the view of putting a 
stop to this debate, | move that the committee rise. 
The question was put, and carried in the affirm- | 
ative, 

So the committee rose and reported. 

Mr. S@RONG moved that the rules be sus- 
pended, to enable him to offer a resolution sus- 
pending the operation of the five minutes rule on 
the amendments which they were now consider- | 
ing in Committee of the Whole on the state of | 
the Union. 








Mr. JONES asked the yeas and nays on the 1 


motion. 

The yeas and nays were refused. 

The question, Shall the rules be suspended to 
enable the gentleman from Pennsylvania to offer 
the resolution he has indicated? was, taken and 
desided in the affirmative, two thirds voting 
#therefor. 

Mr STRONG then offered the resolution to sus- 
pend the five minutea rule in its operation upon the 
remaining amendments to the civil and diplo- 
matic appropriation bill, 





The question was taken, and the resolution was || 


agreed to. 


| 


I! 
He || 
i 
| 


| 
| 
[ say the || 


The 
of Mr. 


uestion was then taken on the amendment 
HOMPSON, and it was rejected. 


Mr. McCLERNAND moved the following as | 
| a substitute to the same section: 


great difference between the position of this con- } . saeberehves wns myer pale 

—_ ; i _ || House thereof, under the existing contract for the public 
tractor and that of the public pense heretofore | printing, be audited and settled by the Secretary of the | 
| ‘reasury upon the terms ofpthg several resolutions adopted 
He executed sealed || 


“ That the accounts of the public printers for all printing 
executed, ordered, or to be ordered by Congresa, or by either 


by the two Houses in 1846.” 

The substitute was not agreed to. 

Mr. PUTNAM moved the following as a sub- 
stitute: 

“The Secretary of the Treasury shall rescind the con- 


| tract entered into by the present contractors for the printing | 
of Congress, if he shall be of the opinion that the same has | 
not been performed according to the terms of the contract, | 


and shail allow the actual and necessary cost and expense, 
and no more, for the work done under the contract, the 


that may be offered before him, and by such other means 
as he may obtain or have in his possession.” 


The substitute was disagreed to. 


tion of the Senate in regard to the printing. 
After a few remarks of a conversational charac- 


| ter between Messrs. MARSHALL, NELSON, 
| MEADE, and the Chair— 
| Mr. BAYLY stated that he had been instructed 


by the Committee of Ways and Means to recom- 
mend that the House agree to this section. 

The question was then taken on striking out 
this section, and it was stricken out. 
| Mr. CLINGMAN wished to move an amend- 
| ment; which 
| The CHAIR ruled out of order. 

The question was now on agreeing to the fol- 
lowing amendment of the second section of the 
| Senate’s amendment, as follows: 
| Seo. —, And be it further enacted, That so much of the 
printing of this session as remains unexecuted, shall be ad- 


| justed and settled upon the basis laid down in the foregoing 
| section.”? 


| Mr. BAYLY said, he had been instructed by 
the Committee of Ways and Means to move to 


|| strike out the word * foregoing,’’ and to insert the 


word ** following.’’ 
The question was taken by tellers, (Messrs. 





cided in the negative—ayes 56; noes 66. 
Mr. WENTWORTH moved to strike out the 
section. . 
Mr. JONES moved the following as a substitute 
or it: 
Strike out all thereof after the enacting clause, and insert— 
“That upon full and satisfactory proof being made to 
| the Secretary of the Treasury of the actual cost incurred 
by the present contractors for the printing of Congress in the 
execution of their several contracts upon printing ordered 
by the present session of Congress, the said Secretary shall 


| be, and he is hereby, authorized to reiinburse such contract- 


|| Ors the amount so actually expended and incurred by said 


Mr. STRONG moved that the rules be sus- || contractors upon said contractors relinquishing their con- 


pended, and that the House again resolve itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Me. CARTTER and Mr. FEATHERSTON 
simultaneously moved that the House adjourn. 

The motion was rejected. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

The question recurred, and was taken upon the 
motion to go into committee, and was decided in 
the affirmative, 

Sc the House again resolved itself inth Committee 


of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. || 


Bver in the chair,) and resumed-the consideration 
of the amendments to the civil and diplomatic ap- 
prepriation bill. 


tract for said printing.’ 


the substitute by adding thereto the following: 

** Provided, however, That the profit on the printing during 
the Twenty-ninth Congress shail be taken into account with 
the loss during this Congress, and that if the profit of that 
Congress exceed the loss of this, no allowance shail be made 
to the contractor for this Congress.” 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
| of Mr. Evans, (Messrs. McMutten, and Capete 
| of Florida, acting as téllers,) and rejected—ayes 
| 52, noes not counted. 

The question recurring on the substitute of Mr. 
Jones, it was taken by tellers, (Messra. Srrone 
and Awprews acting as such,) and it was re- 
jected—ayes 55, noes 68. 





riments shail direct; and the residue of the || 


amount to be determined by the said Secretary, by evidence | 


Mr. MOORE moved to strike out the first sec- 


Moreueap and Meape acting as such,) and de- | 


Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, moved to amend | 


|| “See. —~ And be it further enacted, That 1 

| tractor be, and he is hereby, relieved from his path con. 
| that new proposals be received for the printing of the’ 

| session, in conformity with the provisions of the anes next 

soe - July, 1846, entitted ©A resoluti 8 Utiog 

|| the printing of Congress, and establishi : 

| for the same.’ ” ore ng the compe 


Mr. BAYLY moved to amend this sect 


ulati 
: ing 


ion by 


|| striking out the words ‘new propos: 
i ceived.” and inserting in li: tee . = 
| the Secretary of the Senater 5 .e six of the 


|| House of Representatives are hereby autinoc; 

1 to contract,’’ so that it would read, * Yh saene 
| contractor be, and he is hereby, reliawalt from hi 
} contract, and that the Seeretary of the Senate iad de 

| Clerk of the House of Representatives are here 

|| authorized to contract for the printing of the next 
|| session,’’ &c. 
|| Mr. ORR inquired of the Chair if it was in order 
|| to amend the amendment of the chairman of the 





| Committee of Ways and Means? 

| The CHAIR responded in the negative, 
| The amendment was rejected. 

| Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, moved tp 
amend the section by striking out all thereof after 
|| the enacgng clause, and inserting: 

i] “ That the present contractors for the public Printing be 
1] ' 
1] 


| 
| 


and they are hereby, relieved, the contractors consen tin 

thereto, from the further execution of their contract: and 

that the Secretary of the Senate and the Clerk of the House 

|| of Representatives shall, in pursuance of the joint resolution 
directing the manner of procuring the printing for the two 

Houses of Congress, approved August 3, 1846, enter into 

new contracts for the priuting of this session which temaing * 

unexecuted, and for the printing of the next session of the 

|| present Congress.”? 


|| The amerdment was rejected. 

The House then refused to concur in the amend- 
ment of the Senate. 

On motion by Mr. BAYLY, the committee then 
| ros@ and reported the amendments to the House. 
The question being on concurring in the said 
| amendments— 

Mr. BAYLY moved the previous question, 
| which was seconded, and the main question or- 
dered. 

Mr. MEADE moved that the House adjourn. 
| The motion was disagreed to. 
|| Mr. THOMPSON, of ‘Mississippi, moved that 
|| when the House adjourns, it adjourn to meet at ten 
| o’clock to-morrow. 

The SPEAKER stated that the motion could 

only be entertained by unanimous consent. 

Mr. JONES objected. 
|| Mr. THOMPSON moved a suspension of the 
rules to enable him to submit his motion; which 
was agreed to, two thirds voting therefor. 
| Iie. THOMPSON then made his motion that 
_ when the House adjourns, it adjourn to meet at ten 
o’clock to-morrow morning. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, moved to 
amend tM motion so as to make it at nine o’clock 
in the morning; which amendment was rejected. 

‘The motion of Mr. Tuompson, of Mississippi, 
was then agreed to. 

Mr. CARTTER moved that the House adjourn; 
|| and the question being put, the motion was dis- 
agreed to. 

On motion by Mr. VINTON, leave was granted 
the Committee of Ways and Means to sit during 
the sessions of the House. 

_ Mr. CARTTER moved that the House ad- 
ourn. 
| The SPEAKER interposed, and said, he felt it 
to be his duty to urge upon the House the con- 
| sideration why they should not adjourn, without 
|| disposing of the bill to-night, that there was not the 
least doubt that some of the amendments would 
|| have to be submitted to the action of a committee 
of conference, which would require much time 
, before a final agreement. There were other ap- 
| propriation bills in the same condition. 

Mr. CARTTER withdrew his motion. 

The House then proceeded to consider the re- 
port of the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union on the amendments of the Senate. 

The question was taken seriatim upon the amend- 
ments of the Senate, from 1 to 33, inclusive, and 
the action of the Committee of the Whole on the 
— the Union acaba re eM 

question next ‘on concurring in 
amendment of the Senate appropriating $10,000 
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expenses of the agent of the Sublime Porte, 
disbursed Under the direction of the Secre- 
oa of the Treasury, 
ir. JONES demanded the yeas and.nays on 
be question. They were not ordered ® © 
Mr. MILLER called for tellers on the question, 


UT - 


~~ mm 


ehich being ordered, Messrs. Camppert and Miz- 
: vgn were appointed. 

: The question was then put, andthe tellers re- 
z ned—ayes 81, noes 40. 

n 


go the amendment was concurred in. 

The action of the Committee of the Whole 
' yriking out the 35th amendment of the Senate, 
yhich appropriated $200,000 for the enlargement 
of the Capitol, was concurred in. 

Mr. JONES inquired of thefChair whether the 
| House could not concur in the report of the Com- 
; ittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
: ind avoid action on each famendment separately? 
| Those amendments would have to go toa commit- 
| tee of confereffte without doubt; and it would save 
lime by at once confirming the action of the com- 
pittee, and,thus hasten the appointment of con- 
ferees. 

eThe CHAIR said it could be done if there was 
po objection. — 

Objection being made— 

Mr. VINTON moved a suspension of the rules, 
i enable him to submit a motion that the House 
concur in the report of the committee. 

The question was put, and the rules were sus- 
pended for the ose. 

Mr. VINTON then submitted the motion that 
the report of the Committee of the Whole on the 
sale of the Union on the amendments of the Sen- 
ste be concurred in. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, moved that the 
House adjourn. 

The question was put,.and the motion was dis- 
wreed to. 

The question recurred on the motion of Mr. 


Vinton. 

Mr. DISNEY desired to know whether each in- 
dividual member had not the right, according to 
parliamentary law, to have a vote on the respective 
propositions? 

The CHAIR replied that the principle of parlia- 
mentary law to which the gentleman from Ohio 
referred, admitted of no doubt; but the House had 
suspended the rules, and as the parliamentary law 
wasa part of those very rules, the suspension op- 
erated upon that law also. 

Mr. DISNEY entered his protest against such 
action, 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Viwron, and the report of the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union was con- 
curred in, 

Mr. PUTNAM moved to reconsider the vote, 
ud to lay it on the table. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, moved that the 
House adjourn. 

The motion was disagreed to. 

The question was then put, on laying the ggotion 
loreconsider on the table, and it was agreed to. 

Mr. WENTWORTH made some inquiry of the 
Chait in regard to the rule of appointment of com- 
mittees of conference. 

The CHAIR stated that such a question would 
beanswered at the proper time. - 

On motion by Mr, STRONG, the House, at 
twelve o’clock, adjourned. 





PETITION, 


The following petition was presented under the 
rule, and referred to the appropriate committee : 
oa Mr. MORRIS: ‘The petition of R. C. Dugan, David 
rwiord, and thirty-six others, citizens of Brown county, 
‘WO, asking Congress to provide means for the removal 
‘rom the United States all that portion of the African race 
Who are Willing and ready to emigrate to Africa. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, September 26, 1850. 


On motion by Mr. FOOTE, the reading of the 
ournal was dispensed with. 

The CHAIR presented the memorial of Cross, 
obson’& Co., merchants, setting forth that cer- 
ain duties on goods were exacted from them in 
Celifornia, by agents acting under the orders of 
olonel Mason, the military and civil Governor 
°f California, and praying the passage by Congress 
of an act directing that said duties should be 
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refunded; arid the memorial was referred to the 
Committee on Finance. ~ 

The CHAIR laid before the Senate a communi- || 
cation from the War Department, being a report, 
made in pursuance of an act of Congress, show- 
ing the appropriations and expenditures of the de- 

rtment during the fiscal year ending the 30th 
une, 1850; which was read, and ordered to be laid || 
| on the table. | 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. | 

Mr. YULEE, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to whom had been referred the Memorial || 
of Julius Meiere, asking remuneration for office | 
| rent, &c., while a professor of mathematics in the |, 
navy, and of the officers of the sloop-of-war Bos- || 
ton, asking to be remunerated for losses occasioned || 
by the wreck of that vessel on the Bahama Islands, || 
reported the same back, accompanied by adverse || 
reports; which were ordered to be printed. 
| Mr. Y. also, from the same committee, made an || 
adverse report on the memorial of John M. Glas- || 
son; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Y. also, from the same committee, to whom || 
had been referred various petitions, memorials, and | 
resolutions, in favor of granting bounty lands to || 
officers, seamen, and marines of the navy, reported | 
the same back as unfinished business. 

And, on motion, the committee were discharged 
from the further consideration of the same. 

Mr. DICKINSON, from the Committee on Fi- || 
nance, reported back, without amendment, the bill | 
from the House making appropriations for the 
naval service of the United States. 

Mr. DAWSON, from the Committee on Mili- |! 
tary Affairs, to whom had been referred the me- | 
morial of Mrs. Elizabeth Armistead, widow of the | 
late General Walter K. Armistead, of the army of | 
the United States, reported a bill for the relief of || 
the legal representatives of General Walter K.. | 
Armistead, late of the army of the United States; | 
which was read a first time by its title. || 

On motion by Mr. D., the bill was then read a || 
second time, and considered as in Committee of | 
the Whole. No amendment being made, the bill | 
was then reported to the Senate, and was read ae || 
third time and passed. 

SWAMP AND OVERFLOWED LANDS. 

On motion by Mr. SEBASTIAN, the Senate | 
took up Senate bill No. 3, entitled * An act grant- || 
ing to the State of Arkansas and other States the | 
swamp lands lying within their respective limits,’’ || 
which had been returned from the House of Rep- || 
resentatives with the following ainendments: 

“ 1st. Strike out the following words in the first section: | 
‘known and designated on the plats of the General Land 
Office as swamp lands.’ 1 

‘62d. Insert after the word ‘swamp,’ in the fifth line of | 
the fourth section, the words, ‘ and overflowe«.’”’ 

The amendments of the House were then con- 
curred in. 

PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS. 

On motion by Mr. DOWNS, the Senate, as in | 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to the consid- 
eration of the bill for the settlement of classes of 
private land claims within the limits of the Baron 
De Bastrop grant, and for allowing preémptions to 
certain actual settlers in the évent of the final adju- 
dication of the title of the said Dé Bastrop in favor 
of the United States. | 

Mr. FELCH. As this bill was reported by the | 
Committee 2»: “rivate Land Claims, | should be 
glad if the cha,, aan of that committee would make | 
some statement with regard to the object of the 
bill, and the operation it will have. 

Mr. DOWNS. 1 will state, Mr. President, that 
this bill amounts to nothing more than applying 
laws which already apply to all other lands ir 
Louisiana to the jands situated in the Baron De 
Bastrop’s claim. Those laws have not heretofore, 
on account of the pendency of this claim, been ap- 
plied to these lands. The land offices have never 
taken up and considered questions relating to these | 
lands on account of the pendency of a suit for set- | 
tuing the original title. ‘There is now a strong pre- || 
sumption, on account of one decision wh.ch has 
already taken place, that the final decision will 
be against that grant. ‘I'he object of this bill, there- 
fore, is merely to place the occupants of. these |, 
lands precisely upon the same footing with other | 
settlers outside of the claim. The law is only 
conditional, and will have no effect whatever, un- 
less the Supreme Court decides against the origin- 
al grant to De Bastrop. Thenit gives no rights. 
It only authorizes the Land Office to make a re- 

















| Stands. 
put this benefit upon the nature of a legal right for 


1090 


fae to the courts who are to act upon the titles. 
here is no question about the propriety of the 
law. It is only extending to the persons who 
occupy thuse lands the same laws which apply to 
others, and which have not heretofore applied to 
them, because they occupied this grant. 
Mr. FELCH. I will inquire further, whether 
the matter has been examined at the Land Office, 
and whether any report has been made upon it? 
Mr. DOWNS. There has been a full report 





| from the committee; and, in fact, the bill was 


drawn up by the Land Office, after a full examina- 
tion of the whole subject. 

No amendment being offered, the bill was re- 
ported to the Senate, and ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading. 

; THE BOUNTY LAND BILL. 
Mr. SHIELDS moved that the Senate resume 


|| the consideration of the bill granting bounty lands 


to the officers and soldiers who have been engaged 
in the military service of the United States. 
Mr. CASS called for the yeas and nays upon 
the motion to take up this bill, but withdrew the 
call, and the bill was taken up. 
Mr. SHIELDS hoped the bill would be per- 


| mitted to pass without further discussion or amend- 
| ment. 


Mr. YULEE. I ask pardon of the honorable 
Senator from Illinois; but | have an amendment to 
offer which, | believe, meets with his approbation. 
lt is intended only to furnish another guard for the 


| security of those for whose benefit the bounty is 
| intended. 


It is intended as an additional section, to come 
in at the end of the bill, as follows: 

« And provided, further, That no patent issued under this 
act shall be delivered upon any power of attorney or assign. 
ment passed before the passage of this act, and that all such 
powers of attorney or assignment shall be considered and 
treated ag null and void,”’ 

I will state the object of this amendment. The 
purpose is simply this: As soon as this bill passed 
in the House, | am informed by letters which | 
have received, that persons distributed themselves 
through the interior of the country, where the iniel- 
ligence had not been received, and procured pow- 


| ers of attorney and assignments from those whom 
| they knew to be interested, at very low prices. In 


a letter which I have, it is stated that these trans- 
fers have been made at from §20 to $50 from par- 
tiea entitled to the bounty; and the object of this 
provision is to prevent any action of the depart- 
ment on powers of attorney dated prior to the pas- 
sage Of this act, so that parties may have it in their 
power to review the agencies they have authorized, 


|| and take such steps as may be necessary to pro- 


tect their interests. 
The question being taken upon this amendment, 


|| it wag agreed to. 


Mr. YULEE. I have another amendment to 
offer, which is to insert the word * military’’ be- 
tween the words “ any”’ and * land warrant,”’ in 
the twenty-third line of the first section, 80 that it 
will read: 


* Provided the person so having been in service shall not 
receive said laid, or or any paart thereof, if it shall appear 


| by the muster-rolis of his regiment or corps thathe desert d 


or was dishonorably discharged from service, or W be has 
received or is entitied to any military land bounty under any 
act of Congress heretofore passed.”’ 

I propose to insert the word ‘‘ military,” because 
there are several other species of land warrants, to 
which it is not proper that this provision should 
apply. j 

The question being taken upon this amendment, 
it was agreed to, 

Mr. DAWSON. I now move to renew the 
amendment which I withdrew at the request of 
several friends of the bill—to add, im the proper 


| place, the words, ‘‘ legal representatives of the 
, 
, deceased.’ 


The object of this amendment is, 
that if the soldier has died, leaving a widow and 
children, they shall have the same rights that the 
soldier would have had if he were sull living. 

Mr. WALKER. I think the object aimed at 
by the honorable Senator from Georgia will be 


| substantially accomplished by an amendment pro- 
|| posed by the commitiee, and already adopted, 


which extends the benfiis of this bill to the 
widows certainly, if not to the children also. 

Mr. DAWSON. The widow, not having mar- 
ried again, will be entitled under the bill as it now 
But the object of this amendment is, to 


services rendered by the soldier, and that when he 
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happens to die the widow or children or legal rep- scendants, merely by way of distinction; and yet 


resentatives: shall be entitled to what he would 
have been entitled to if still living. 

Mr. WALKER. 
will give the bill much more extended operation 
than t think the House of Representatives con- 
templated. 


Mr. DAWSON. 


I have only to say that that || 


| 
| 


| 
| 


} 
| 
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there is no reason why we should not do so, if this 
rinciple is good. 
Mr. DAWSON. There is a great difference 
between the Senator from Michigan and myself. 
[ live in a State which was in existence during 


the revolutionary war and the war of 1812; he 


I will only reply to that sug- | 


gestion that if we give the pablic lands for the || 


re of benefiting those who have fought the 
vattles of our country, we ought to give them to 
all. 


for while he is still living he has the power to pro- 
tect and assist them himself. 
Mr. WALKER. Mr. President, { do not in- 


As T have repeated twice already | believe | 
upon this floor, the widow and children of the | 
deceased soldier deserve, even more than the sol- | 
dier himaelf, the protection of this Government; | 
|, and it is for their benefit that | 


tend to deny the doctrine of the Senator from | 
Georgia, that widows and children are more en- || 


titled to these lande than the soldier, but I pre- || 


sume that he does not intend to say that they are 
so entitled because they are soldiers. Now this 


for their services. But the Senator from Georgia 
says, why not give lands to all? 


that is my doctrine precisely. I offered an 


_ amendment the other day, when this bill was up || 


for consideration before, imbod ying that doctrine; 


bill proposes to give land to soldiers, a3 a bounty | 


Very well; || 


lives in one which is of a laterday. The inhab- | 


itants of his State are the descendants, no doubt, 
of those of the older States to a great extent; but 
the widows and destitute orphans of those whe 
fought in those wars have not been in a condition 
to emigrate to the West, and to secure themselves 


homes in that new and flourishing country. They | 


are still found among us; they are still in want; 

m anxious that 

this modification of the bill should take place. 
There is also a strange discrimination made in 


the bill between widows who marry again and | 


those who do not. If they get married, | suppose 
that is to be their good fortune, and because they 
are fortunate you deprive them of their rights. 
This is unpardonable. Those who happen to be 
old and ugly, and who consequently do not get 
married, are favored. This is creating a distine- 
tion, an aristocracy, not of youth and beauty, 


'| which might perhaps be tolerated, but of old age 


but I believe the Senator from Georgia voted | 


ageinst that proposition. ‘ But, sir, this bill pro- 
poses to go upon the principle of pring land to 
the soldier because he is a soldier. These widows 
and children are not soldiers; and for that reason 
i am opposed to providing for them in this bill, or 
atany rate upon that pretext. If we give them 
the iand at all, | propose giving it to them be- 


cause they are entitled to it asa portion of the | 


people of the United States. 

Mr. FOOTE. lam decidedly in favor of this 
amendment. 
but { will confine myself to reading a memorial 
which I have in my hand, which bears directly 
upon the point, and which I find the present, there- 
fore, the best opportunity to present. 

{Me. F. here read the memorial referred to.] 

Such is the object of this memorial, and such are 
the reasons which I would have given for the pro- 
priety of thisamendment. As it is, 1 will make 
no epeech upon the subject. 

Mr. FELCH. Mr. President, I wish to call 
the attention of the Senate to the amendment at 
the 19ch line of the 2d section, which bas already 
been acted upon by the Senate, which reads: 


“But not to her heirs, nor to the heirs of such commis- 
sioued or non-commissioned officer, soldier, of musician.” 


Senator from Georgia. If so, the Senate have al- 
ready acted upon ut, and done what is equivalent 
t» rejebting the amendment. It is not, I presume, 
the intenuon of the friends of this bill to provide 
for a system of general land distribution, accord- 
ing to the doctrine of my friend from Wisconsin, 
[Me. Waceer.] The purpose I understand to be 
io provide simply for those who have served their 
country in the several wars which we have had. 
Now 1 18 proposed to give lands to the heirs of 
those whe have served tn any war, without respect 
to their condition or necessities. It is not to those 
who have been made orphans by that service, but 
simply to those who can claim thie distinction— 
that they are descendants, no matter how remote, 
of those who bave been in the army, during any 
of ‘these ware. This bill includes the soldiers serv- 


ing in Wayne's army in 1795. That war was haif |! my choice. 


a century ago. Few who served in it still sarvive. 
‘The first generaccon of the descendants are now 
oid men. The second generation are also entered 
upen the stage of action in the ordimary pursuits 
of life, heviag in tarn their own descendants. Now 
we are culied upon to give land to al! the descend- 
antes of ihose men, not because any of them have 
done service to the country, bat simply because 
their fathers or grandfathers were engaged in that 
war. But, ser, almost everybody is the decend- 
ant of sumevody who was engaged in some of 


and ugliness, which is intolerable. (Laughter. ] 
Mr. WALKER. Mr. President, it seems to 
me that the Senator from Georgia has not shown 


|| that tact and judgment in framing this amend- 
|| ment which usually distinguish him. He extends 


|| it to all the legal representatives. 


embrace collateral as well as lineal relatives. 


| A soldier of the war of 1812, you look to see first 


| if he has any children, and if he has none, then 
\| if he has any grandchildren; and if these are 


| 
i 
j 
| 
j 


i believe that is the identical propose of the || to strike out ** legal represéntatives’’ 


} 
| 
the House, should, when we go out of committee, 
' 
' 


i 
j 


i 
} 


| 





|| torious class of persons. 


wanting, you go back to his parents and ascertain 


\| if he had brothers or sisters; and if there are none 


of these, then you go back to his grand-parents to 


I could give reasons for it at large; || find what descendants of theirs are in existence; | 


and before you have done with it, you may find 
| that you are rewarding the descendant of a rank 
| Tory of the Revolution. You may in this manner 
| be conferring these bounties upon a very unmeri- 
Besides, sir, under the 
| distribution of property which takes place by our 
laws of descent, the right to these grants would 
| be split into a thousand divisions, and become 
| worthless to the grantees, while they would cause 

endless vexation to the land office. | am opposed 
| to the whole thing. I am certain that if the Sen- 
| ator from Georgia had properly reflected upon his 
amendment, he would not have offered it in its 
present form. I propose before [ take my seat to 
move an amendment to the amendment, which is 
and insert 
“minor children.” 

Mr. BRIGHT. I think the fate of this meas- 
| ure depends upon two contingencies. The first 
| i8, that the true friends of the measure sit still and 
| leave its’ enemies to debate it. The second is, 
| that every amendment now attached to the bill, 

and which has been added to it since it came from 





be stricken out, and that we pass the bill just as it 
came from the House. 1 have believed ever since 
the bill was taken up in the Senate that the only 
hope of passing the measure at this session at all 
would flow from the course which | have indica- 
| ted. Entertaining that opinion, | have uniformly 
voted against every amendment which has been 
| adopted, although there are several to which | 
| would giadly have given my support if I had had 
[have uniformly voted against each 
|}amendment, and shall continue to vote against 
| every amendment as it is offered, and when we 
| come out of committee | shall move and advocate 
the rejecting of every amendment which has been 
attached to the bill. 
Mr. CASS. I merely rise to express my coin- 
cidence in the views expressed by the honorable 
| Senator from Indiana. | do indeed hope that every 
| frend of the bill will content himself with voting 
| and not talk, and that we may at once come to a 
| final vote upon the bill. The honorable Senator 


t.ese wavs. Probavly every member of this Sen- || from Georgia is not actuated by any desife to pro- 
ate may be eo descended; and if this*amendment | mote the bill. _Do what we will for it, he will 


should be carried out in the full sense of its terms, 


it would be very nearly equivalent in effect to the | 
We | 


propostt-on of the Senator from Wisconsin. 


| still vote against it. 
Mr. DAWSON, The Senator from Michigan 
is mistaken. If he will put the women and chil+ 


have dealt very lberally with the revolutionary | dren in the bill, I declare to him in good faith that 


soldiers by our penaton system, but we have never 
snought of conferring pensions upon all their de- 





| 


| L will vote for it. 


Mr. CASS. If I thought the bill could” pass 





Now that will- 
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with the amendment, I would myself cheerfully 
one other re. 






















vote for it. I merely want to make 
mark. The Senator 
a are moze of pt an 
soldiers o war of 1812 in the old 

there are in the new. Let me tell te me 
cannot know that. I believe that no State wo id 
exhibit a greater proportion of these persong th, 
Ohio and Kentucky. Y6u and I, Mr. Pregiq 4 
know that fact—or I beg pardon for saying ne 
you know it, sir; you must have learned jt 74 
are ois . 

Mr. 8 - FT have avoided any qj 
sion upon this and other amendments for bog 
son that it is my intention when the bill comes ou; 
of committee to make a motion to get rid of ij 
the amendments. I state this to the friends of th 
bill: That is my object and the reason wh : 
avoid discussion. é have no time for des 
sion. : 

Mr. WALKER. If that is the object of the 
friends of this bill, let me tell them that they can- 
not pass it. ¥ . 

Mr. CASS. That settles the question. 

Mr. WALKER. I say this with no ill feeling 
towards the bill; but it is not just to the country, 
it is not just to ourselves, it is mot just to the indi. 
viduals whom we propose to benefit, for gentlemen 
to take the position that they will take the bill as 
it came from the House, because they cannot pass 
it in any other form, and that they will not deli). 
erate on it as statesmen ought todo. As the bill 
came from the House, it throws into circulation a 
vast currency of land warrants or assignats for the 
purchase of public lands. I do sincerely hope 
that the friends of the bill do not intend, when the 
bill comes into the Senate, to strike off the amend. 
ments which the committee have reported, and 
leave these land warrants to be negotiated and pass 
into the hands of speculators, and not turn at all 
to the benefit of those contemplated in the bill, 
That is what | object to. Gentlemen may suppose 
that Lam actuated by deadly enmity to this bill: 
but they are entirely mistaken. I will say to the 
special friends of this bill, that if they class me 
among the enemies of the bill, they are mistaken. 
What l wish to avoid is, to prevent a peculiar 
species of currency from being created which will 
be especially injurious to the western States, and 
rather than see that done, | would see the bill fail. 
The Senator from Michigan says ** that settles it.” 
1 will tell him that if an effort is made to press 
this bill tnrough without discussion, and without 
proper amendments, | will make my words good. 
i did not mean to say dictatorially that my voice 
would settle it, as the Senator from Michigan in- 
tended to intimate. But, sir, 1 can keep on my 
feet and talk as long as any other man upon thia 
floor, of my physical ability; and 1 will tell the 
honorable Senator that rather than see a rank in- 
justice done to the people, to the benefit of the 
speculator, | will exert that power. Gentlemen 
may speak as slightingly as they choose, but they 
will find§if they undertake a legislation to flood 
the country with a vicious circulation, and to put 
the gag into our mouths, and the haler upon our 
necks, and te drag us into the measure, that there 
are minds that can be excited, and means that can 
be used to defeat the intention, little as they may 
be respected. For one, sir, | am determined to 
defend the policy which I think is right. Gentle- 
men may, for the purpose of passing an “ old sol- 
diers’ bill,” and for electioneering themselves into 
favor over the country, do am injustice if they 
please; but | hope that there are others who will 
not enter mito the project. | pages sir, the amend- 
ment which | have offered will be adopted, and 
that it will be acceptable to the Senator from Geor- 
gia himself: that is tostrike out the words * legal 
representatives,” and insert ‘* minor children.” 

Mr. CASS. Mr. President 

Mr. SHIELDS. 1 only want to say one word. 

Mr. CAS. It is only one word that I want to 
say. [Laughter.] [want to say. simply. that the 
honorable Senator from Wisconsin has shown & 
wonderful degre® of zeal, which, so far as respecls 
me, was, | think, guile unnecessary. He said 
that this bill should not pass; and I said that 
settles it. ; . 

Mr. WALKER. It was the manner in which 
it was said. Tr : 

Mr. CASS. Ido not know how thatis. It's 
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